Lebanese appeal against seizures 

7"^*" iRi — In the first case of its kind, two Lebanese' 
industrialists have petitioned the Israeli supreme court, accusing 
the Israeli army of illegally seizing their property after the 1982 
invasion of South Lebanon. State attorney Baruch Yarak told 
Reuters the cases, the first arising from Israel's occupation of the 
area, concerned two companies, the Palestine Martyrs Work Soc- 
iety of Daroour and the Mechanical Establishment of Sidon. The 
plaintiffs say that Israeli occupation’ forces violated international 
law by seizing assets, equipment and goods belonging to-"ihe‘ 
companies and are petitioning for their return. Mr. Yarak said the 
state maintained both companies were linked to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation I PLO) and their seizure was part of 
Israel - s war on that body. Hearings before a panel of five judges 
are expected to end this week with a verdict due later this month. 



C-'A 


Tripoli militia takes to streets 

TRIPOLI. Lebanon (Rj — Militiamen took to the streets and set 
up barriers in this northern port city after a Muslim clergyman was 
shot dead Wednesday. One hour after the killing of Sheikh Fuad 
Ali Al Kurd!, a local commander in the dominant “Islamic Uni- 
fication Movement" militia, armed men spread arounJ the city 
and set up barricades where they cheeked the papers of all tra- 
vellers. Three men armed with automatic weapons opened fire on 
• Sheikh Fuad's car in the afternoon, killing him instamlv and 
[wounding his driver, according to local securin' sources. The 
anti-Syrian "Islamic Unification Movement.” headed by Sheikh 
■Sae'ed Sha'aban. supported Yasser Arafat's faction of the Pal- 
estinc Liberation Organisation (PLO: during its battle against 
Syrian-backed dissidents Iasi vear. 
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Lebanese president sees chaos or Soviet control if iVlNF leaves 

~ _ i _ ‘Ti - — — 

Gemayel appeals to U.S. 

as Junblatt dismisses talks 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel Wednesday appealed to the 
U.S. not to withdraw its forces from Leb- 
anon as fears of an all-out war escalated in 
the country after the opposition dismissed 
peace attempts as waste of time. 


Israel plans more 
settlements on Golan 

TEL AVIV ( R) ~ Israel plans to 
build five new settlements on the 
occupied Syrian Golan Heights 
and almost to double the Jewish 
population there in the next five 
years. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Wednesday. Ans- 
wering a question in parliament. 
Mr. Shamir said plans had been 
drawn up to add 7j.mh.i Jewish set- 
tlers to the area, occupied in the 
Middle East war. "1 will do 
everything I can to cany through 
every item in the plan." - Mr. Sha- 
mir said. An estimated 1 <l.( Jin > Isr- 
aelis live in 3lt settlements on the 
strategic heights. 2.5tio of them in 
the new Israeli town of Katzrin. 
Israel annexed the area in 
but its unilateral declaration was 
condemned worldwide. 

Habash assails 
PLO moderates 

PRAGUE (AP) — George Hab- 
ash. the radical chief of the Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. Tuesday denounced 
moderate Palestinians favouring 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan's 
Middle East peace plan and pra- 
ised Syria's anti-Western stand. 
Mr. Habash. in Prague at the inv- 
itation of the Czechoslovak 
Communist-led National From, 
vaid “under the leadership of 
democratic forces in the liberation 
movement, the Palestinian people 
will be able to surmount the pre- 
sent difficulties." 

Fahd to meet 
Mitterrand Saturday 

PARIS l R; — King Fahd of Saudi 
.Arabia will visit Pans or Saturday 
and lunch with President Francois 
Mitterrand, the Eh see Palace 
announced Wednesday. Informed 
sources said Mr. Mitterrand would 
meet King Fahd at Orly airport on 
Saturday morning. The Saudi 
monarch planned to leave Pans 
the same day. they said. Dip- 
lomatic sources said France, which 
currently holds the presidency of 
the European Community, was 
considering taking a more active 
role in the search for a Middle 
East peace settlement 

213 killed in Lebanon 
during January 

BEIRUT iR? — A iota! of 213 
people were killed in violence in 
-Lebanon during the first month of 
JWK4 and 39 explosions were reg- 
isiered during the same period, 
police and political party sources 
said Wednesday. The sources said 
of the total. Iti'.t people were kil- 
led during Israel" s air attacks on 
the eastern Lebanese city of Baa- 
lbek. They said 7^ people were 
killed in shelling exchanges in the 
Lebanese mountains and fighting 
m the southern suburbs. 

Trudeau arrives 
in Romania 

BUCHAREST i AP: — Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Eliot Tru- 
.•cati arrived here Wednesday on 
the last lego!' a three-nation East 
European tour dedicated to red- 
ucing East-West tensions. Mr. 

I rudeau armed from East Berlin 
a: Otopeni airport shortly after 
the departure ol Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko- 

Crurayko ends visit, page R 
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In a Washington Post interview 
published Wednesday, Mr. Gem- 
ayel argued that Western interests 
in the entire Middle East could be 
endangered if U.S. troops were to 
be withdrawn immediately and 
urged American proponents of a 
troop pullout to consider the con- 
sequences. 

If the Marines left now. “there 
would not be a new president to 
replace Amin Gemayel but a rev- 
olutionary council under Soviet 
control, or chaos." he said. 

After weeks of bitter debate last 
year. Congress approved a res- 
olution permitting President Rea- 
gan to keep the 1.600 U.S. Mar- 
ines in Lebanon until the end of 
March loss. 

That resolution is now under 
congressional review as growing 
numbers of legislators, including 
some in Mr. Reagan's own Rep- 
ublic Party, call for a prompt wit- 
hdrawal of American troops in the 
four-nation Multi-National Force 
t MNFi. 

Referring to the U.S. Congress. 
Mr. Gemayel said: "Are they thi- 
nking about the alternative to the 
collapse ol the Lebanese system 
and government and what this will 
mean to the free world in general 
and American interests in the 
Middle East " 

He blamed Syria for blocking 
both the resumption ol rec- 
onciliation talks among Lebanon's 


SIDON. Lebanon (Agencies! — 
Israeli soldiers wounded lit civ- 
ilians when they sprayed gunfire in 
the main street of Sidon Wed- 
nesday. eyewitnesses said. 

An Israeli military spokesman 
in nearby Kfar Falous said only 
eight people were wounded. 

The eyewitnesses said the Isr- 
aelis. driving in a four-vehicle pat- 
rol. hurled a grenade at a parked 
car on the busy street. 

The soldiers then fired into the 
air and at the ground, apparently 
to disperse civilians. 

Four people were seriously 
wounded. Among the six others 
were three children aged 1 3 to 1 5. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House accused con- 
gressional Democrats Wednesday 
of playing election-year politics 
writh the issue of American mil- 
itary involvement in Lebanon and 
said this would encourage Syria to 
resist peace efforts. 

In strong language which he 
said was approved by President 
Reagan, spokesman Larry Spe- 
akes called on Democrats in the 
House of Representatives to kill a 
proposed resolution calling for the 
prompt withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Lebanon. 


PARIS I Agencies! — Gov- 
ernment troops in Chad Tuesday 
wiped out a column of 3*1*1 
Libyan-backed rebels heading 
southeast ol the town of Qum 
Chalottba. a Chad embassy spo- 
kesmn said in Paris Wednesday. 

He said the rebels. loyal to for- 
mer President Goukouni Oue- 
ddei. had crossed into the def- 
ensive zone set up by French for- 
ces and were intercepted by gov- 
ernment troops at the village of 
Monou. 

“The column was completely 
wiped out.” the spokesman said. 

it was the first major clash rep- 


warring factions and the imp- 
lementation of a security plan 
aimed at halting the sectarian vio- 
lence. 

‘Waste of time* 

Mr. GemayePs appeal to the 
U.S. Wednesday came amid hei- 
ghtened war fears in Lebanon as 
the government's most powerful 
opponent said peace efforts were a 
waste of time and a “decisive bat- 
tle” was inevitable. 

Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) leader Walid Junblatt. who 
Tuesday night accused the gov- 
ernment of massing troops for an 
offensive, said in a radio bro- 
adcast: “The security plan is a 
waste of time and the decisive bat- 
tle is forthcoming and inevitable. 

“A solution with the Falangists 
is impossible, impossible.” 

Mr. Junblau's statement came 
amid renewed clashes in Beirut 
and the nearby mountains in 
which two Lebanese army soldiers 
were reported killed and the army 
said it had destroyed a Soviet-built 
opposition T-54 tank in shelling 
duels above Beirut. 

Violence continues 

An army spokesman said two 
soldiers, an officer and a sergeant, 
were killed during the machine 
gun and rocket-propelled grenade 


they said. 

The Israeli spokesman said the 
soldiers fired because they were 
attacked by a grenade and aut- 
omatic weapons. However, peo- 
ple at the scene said there was no 
such attack. 

On Jan. 7 the Israelis fired hun- 
dreds of machine-gun rounds in 
the same street to clear it of par- 
ked cars. Eyewitness accounts said 
they destroyed three cars, dam- 
aged 2<> others and wounded three 
civilians. 

Israel at first denied any sho- 
oting and then admitted to firing 
at only one car. 

Earlier Wednesday, three Leb- 


The resolution was endorsed 
Tuesday by Speaker Thomas 
O’Neill, who recently withdrew 
his support for the presence of 
1 .600 Marines in the Multi- 
National Force (MNFj in Leb- 
anon. 

The measure was before the 
Democratic membership of the 
House of Representatives for con- 
sideration later Wednesday. 

Mr. Speakes said the White 
House fell “deep concern thaL the 
Democrats are playing politics 
with a critical foreign policy 
issue.” adding that the resolution 


orted in Chad since the shooting 
down of a French Jaguar jet last 
week. 

The spokesman said the rebel 
soldiers, travelling in 4i) vehicles, 
had come from their base in Fada, 
north of the defensive zone, in 
northeast Chad. 

French troops were not inv- 
olved in the operation, he said. 

The embassy spokesman added 
that a number of heavy weapons 
were captured, including 1U 
truck- mounted rocket launchers. 

‘ Meanwhile, French External 
Affairs Minister Claude Cheysson 
arrived in Chad Wednesday on 


exchanges between army pos- 
itions in St. Michael and mil- 
itiamen in Chiyah just before 
noon Wednesday. 

The state radio said that army 
troops in Lhe hilltop village of 
Souk Al G harb came under sniper 
fire at noon Wednesday, but no 
casualties were reported in the vil- 
lage overlooking the U.S. Marine 
base at Beirut airport. 

“Voice of the Mountain” the 
mainly Druze PSP radio said there 
was also fighting between PSP and 
right-wing militias in Khairoub 
province to the south. 

Mr. Junblatt inaugurated the 
radio station Wednesday with an 
attack on Mr. Gemayel and his 
links with the predominantly Chr- 
istian righL-wing Falangist Party. 

“There can be no salvation for 
Lebanon at the hands of a family, 
party or regime that had people 
slaughtered because of their (rel- 
igious) identity” he said. 

Mr. Junblatt said Lebaaon 
could only have independence and 
stability through close relations 
with Syria, whose troops occupy 
much of nonhem and eastern 
Lebanon. The Lebanese gov- 
ernment is seeking the withdrawal 
of the Syrians and of Israeli troops 
occupying the south. 

Syria has refused to negotiate 
an end to its involvement in Leb- 
anon unless the accord is abr- 
ogated by the Gemayel gov- 
ernment. Although Gemayel has 
refused to annul the accord, be has 
also not signed it because of strong 
resistance from Lebanese oppr 
osition groups. 

Mr. Gemayel said he had spo- 
ken by telephone on Monday to 
Syrian" President Hafez Al Assad, 
but did not discuss details of the 
conversation. He did. however. 


anese civilians were slightly wou- 
nded when an unidentified gun- 
man hurled a hand grenade at an 
Israeli patrol in Sidon, state radio 
and reporters in the area said. 

Israeli troops sealed off the 
area, searched for the assailants 
and arrested about a dozen ped- 
estrians. Those people the Israelis 
detained were ordered to puD 
their shirts or sweaters up to 
cover their faces and heads before 
they were marched into an arm- 
oured personnel carrier and taken 
away, the reporters added. 

Israeli patrols have been the 
target of almost daily ambushes 
from resistance forces 


“would encourage intransigence 
on the pan of the Syrians and the- 
reby undermine the peace neg- 
otiating process in the Middle 
East."- 

The Reagan administration has 
accused Syria of blocking peace in 
Lebanon by encouraging militias 
opposed to President Amin Gem- 
ay eL and of supporting forces 
which killed 241 U .S. military per- 
sonnel in a suicide bomb attack 
outside Beirut last October. 

House of Representatives to debate 
Lebanon withdrawal, page 2 


what one French newspaper des- 
cribed as an impossible mission — 
finding a peaceful solution to the 
Chad civil war. 

Mr. Cheysson will spend five 
days visiting NTdjamena, Addis 
Ababa and Tripoli to try to take 
the heat out of the conflict in 
Chad. 

Under instructions from Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand, he will 
also try to pick up the threads of a 
negotiated settlement broken 
when an attempt to stage rec* 
onciliation talks in Addis Ababa 
failed last month. 


state an interest in meeting Syrian 
leaders to discuss the May 1 7 acc- 
ord. 

The PSP leader's statement 
Wednesday indicated that U.S. 
and Saudi mediators in Damascus 
had failed in what seemed to be a 
last attempt to win his agreement 
to the Lebanese military dis- 
engagement plan. 

Assad assails U.S. 

President Assad, the Soviet 
Union's closest Middle" East ally, 
took U.S. President Reagan's 
Lebanon policy to task in a mee- 
ting Mr. Assad held in Damascus 
Wednesday with Australian For- 
eign Minister Bill Hayden. 

"We have tried to talk to the 
Americans frankly and seriously 
in order to reach logical and acc- 
eptable solutions, but we found 
the«r concepts and demands alw- 
ays contradicting our national and 

pan-Arab interests." Mr. Assad 
was quoted as telling Mr. Hayden 
by Syria's official news agency. 
SANA. 

“We also found out that Pre- 
sident Reagan is more concerned 
with the weight of the guns rather 
than with the weight of pri- 
nciples.” Mr. Assad was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Assad accused the Reagan 
administration of making “many 
mistakes." in Lebanon and war- 
ned that American military inv- 
olvement in that country would 
increase unless the Marines are 
promptly withdrawn. 

“As far as we are concerned, we 
have only one choice, and that is to 
defend ourselves," Mr. Assad was 
quoted by SANA as having told 
Mr. Hayden. 

Junblatt accuses Lebanese army of 
planning offensive, page 2 


Israeli 

coalition 

suffers 

setback 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israef s 
right-wing coalition government 
had a humiliating parliamentary 
defeat Wednesday when two gov- 
ernment supporters voted with the 
opposition on a plan to settle Jews 
in the centre of the Arab West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

The government lost a motion 
to hold a full-scale^ debate on the 
issue by 4R votes to 46. 

The defections from the ruling 
coalition gave the opposition the 
victory, overruling the gov- 
ernment’s demand to strike the 
issue from the agenda. 

The defeat was little more than 
a prestige setback, but i( came 
amid opposition efforts to muster 
a majority for a bill to dissolve the 
Knesset {parliament I and hold 
early elections. 

The small centrist Shinui (Cha- 
nge) Party had scheduled the dis- 
solution bill for Wednesday, but 
was forced to delay the vote bec- 
ause it lacked two or three votes to 
ensure its passage. 

The two defectors were Mor- 
dechai Ben Porat. an independent 
who resigned this week from 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
cabinet but claimed he still sup- 
ported the coalition, and Dror 
Zeigerman. a maverick from the 
liberal faction in Mr. Shamir's 
Lukud bloc. Mr. Ben Porat abs- 
tained and Mr. Zeigerman voted 
against the motion. 

More than a dozen coalition 
members were absent, many of 
them abroad. 

The vote was on four urgent 
motions demanding a debate by 
the full 120-member assembly on 
a four-year-old government dec- 
ision to tear down the central veg- 
etable market and bus station in 
Hebron to build housing for Jew- 
ish settlers. 

Deputy Prime Minister David 
Levy said the government int- 
ended to move the Arab vegetable 
market and bus station in Hebron 
to a new site to make way for a 
new Jewish quarter. 

The town, second largest in the 
occupied West Bank has been a 
frequent flashpoint. 


Ten wounded as Israeli forces 
open fire on Lebanese civilians 


Reagan asks Democrats to drop 
resolution against Lebanon policy 


Rebel column wiped out in Chad 



Foreign Minister Taher Masri (right) chats with his Australian cou- 
nterpart. Bill Hayden, who arrived in Amman on an official visit 
Wednesday (Petra photo) 


Hayden arrives; 
talks begin today 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt Jen. who was scheduled to stay 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter until Saturday in Amman, will 

leave Jordan lor home Thursdav 
AMMAN — Australian Foreign noon after talks with Prince Has- 
Minister Bill Hayden Wednesday san an j Mr . .\j aS ri.The Australian 
met with his counterpart Taher Ai minister also cancelled a sch- 
Masri shortly after his arrival from e j u lcd African lour. 

Damascus. The spokesman said ihc pur- 

In Damascus he held talks with pose of Nlr . Hayden s Middle E asi 
Syrian President Hatez Al Assad lcur _ which h ‘js taken him lo 
and Foreign Mimsier Abdul Cairo . Tcl Av j\ and Damascus. 
Halim khaddam on developments was l0 1ook al lJlc rcgion s 
in the Middle East in general and ua tj on j n general and the future of 
Lebanon in particular. Australian participation in the 

A spokesman for the Australian Sinai multi-national peace- 
embassy in Amman told the Jor- kee pj n g force, 
dan Times that Mr. Hayden will The spokesman added that Mr. 
start official talks Thursday mor- Hayden is not expected yet to 
ning with His Royal Highness , ssue anv ^lenient on the out- 
CrownPnncc Hassan. the Regent. of his Middle East talks, 

and Mr. Masri on developments in • j n an interview with the Jordan 
the area and bdateral relations. Times. Australian Ambassador to 
The Jordanian News Agency-. j or dan Richard Gale outlined 
Petra, said Mr. Hayden's talks in Australia's stand towards various 
Amman will cover Middle East Middle East issues. He said that all 
issues, wavs to achieve peace in foreign forces should withdraw 
the region and strengthen from Lebanon unless asked to stay 
Australian-Jordanian relations. foy the Lebanese government. He 

Mr. Masn received Mr. Hayden afco^jd that Mr. Hayden's tour in 
and official delegation acc- the area was armed ai “assessing 
ompanying him upon arrival ai the possibilities for a peace settlement 
airport. through negotiations". 

In a statement Mr. Hayden gave Ai a dinner he hosted in honour 

in Tel Aviv prior lo his departure of Mr. Hayden, the Jordanian 
to Damascus Tuesday, he said the minister outlined Jordan’s stand 
Australian government could not toward Middle East is&ues and caJ- 
accept the West Bank as an Israeli led on the international corn- 
territory and called for a freeze on munily to play a creative role in 
Jewish settlements in the occupied efforts towards peace in the reg- 
territories. which he described as ion. 

"contrary to international law." In a reply to Mr. Masri" s speech 

The embassy spokesman said at the dinner, the Australian min- 
Wednesday Mr. Hayden decided isier praised Jordan and its Ica- 
to cut short the duration of his stay dership. He also praised 
in Jordan after receiving word of Australian-Jordanian relations, 
his mother's death upon his arrival which he described as “deep and 
in Damascus Tuesday. Mr. Hay- friendly". 



for U.S. 

AMMAN (J.T.i - Their Maj- 
esties King Hussein and Oucen 
Nonr Wednesday left lor London 
cn route lo the United States 
where the King i> scheduled to 
undergo medical check-ups. 

The King, who was hospitalised* 
earlier last month, suffering from 
a bleeding stomach ulcer, is exp- 
ected to he admitted to the Cle- 
veland Clinic Foundation. Cle- 
veland. Ohio, for medical tests. 

Reuters quoted official sources 
as saying the King. uouiJ spend a 
couple of days in London before 
going on to the linked States. The 
Associated Press quoted informed 
sources in Amman as saying the 
King will SLay in the United States 
about 1 1 > days. 

The King and Oucen. who are 
accompanied by Chid Cha- 
mberlain Prince Ra'd Ihn Zjid. 
were seen off at Amman airport 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. members of the 
royal family as well as Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad'Oheidat. speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament. Court Minister 
Adnan Abu CMeh. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister 
Suleiman Arar and senior officials 
and high-ranking army officers. 

U.S. newsmen 
attend lectures 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — A group of 
prominent U.S. journalists arrived 
in Amman Wednesday in the cou- 
rse of a Middle Eastern tour to 
meet with officials and leaders ol 
the local information media. 

The journalists attended two 
lecturesat the World Affairs Cou- 
ncil Wednesday. 

One of the lectures, by Mr. 
Mahmoud AI Sharif, director gen- 
eral of the Arabic daily. Al Dus- 
tour. dealt with Jordanran- 
PaJestinian issues and the sit- 
uation in the Middle East region. 

The other lecture, by Dr. Fawzi 
Al Gharaibch. dean of the Faculty 
of Economics at the University of 
Jordan, outlined various aspects 
of Jordan's economy . 

The visiting journalists came 
from Damascus and will be lea- 
ving for the West Bank on Friday. 
Their tour has been organised 
under the auspices of the Geo- 
rgetown Llniversily Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 


West Bank representatives to urge 
resumption of Jordan-PLO talks 


By Lam is K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Lower House of Par- 
liament members from the West 
Bank Thursday will urge a res- 
umption of calks between Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) and a removal of 
travel restrictions between the 
West Bank and East Banks, some 
of them said here Wednesday. 

The parliament is due to meet 
on Thursday to debate the policy 
statement presented last Monday 
to the Lower House by Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat. The West 
Bank members of parliament told 
the Jordan Times that during the 
debate representatives of the 
West Bank will urge Jordan and 
the PLO to reach "a unified str- 
ategy" to put an end to the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank 
"before it is too late". The last 
round of talks between Jordan and 
the PLO reached a deadlock last 
April for failure to reach an agr- 
eement. but several West Bank 
representatives told the Jordan 


Times that both sides should not 
spare any efforts" that might lead 
them closer to their objectives." 

“The situation in the West B3nk 
compels both sides to reach an 
agreement as soon as possible", 
the representatives said. 

The representatives will also 
call for removing travel res- 
trictions between the East and 
West Banks and for more support 
for the people in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Last year the Jordanian gov- 
ernment issued regulations that 
limit the duration of stay of the 
citizens of the West Bank outside 
their land. The restrictions were 
imposed to discourage people 
from leaving the occupied ter- 
ritories. and they made it more dif- 
ficult for the West Bank citizens to 
work in the East Bank and the 
Gulf countries. 

Several representatives of the 
West Bank explained that due to 
the deterioration in the economic 
situation in the occupied ter- 
ritories many people are forced to 
seek work in neighbouring Arab 
countries. "But if there are reg- 


ulations that restrict their travel, 
many people might be forced to 
work in Israel — an alternative 
that we are trying to avoid." they 
said. 

Moreover, the representatives 
pointed ouu financial aids cha- 
nnelled through the Joint 
Jordanian-PalesLinian Committee 
for the Support of the Ste- 
adfastness of People in the Occ- 
upied Territories are not suf- 
ficient. PLO officials said recently 
that the funds are not enough bec- 
ause most Arab countries, except 
for Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
have not fulfilled their pledges of 
financial contribution to the 
committee. 

Representatives of the West 
Bank are expected to urge efforts 
for securing sufficient funds for 
the people in the occupied ter- 
ritories and for a better dis- 
tribution of these funds. 

“The funds should go to the 
needy and to support ( he people to 
continue living and working under 
the severe conditions of the occ- 
upation.” they said, but did not 
elaborate. 


Kohl retains Woerner, reinstates Kiessling 


BONN ( R) — West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl announced 
Wednesday that Defence Minister 
Manfred Woerner would stay in 
office despite calls for his res- 
ignation over the “Kiessling aff- 
air.” 

Dr. Kohl also said General 
Guemer Kiessling, sacked by Mr. 
Woerner last month as West 
Germany’s top NATO general, 
would be reinstated to active mil- 
itary duty. 

“The defence minister offered 


me his resignation and 1 refused it 
for good reasons, i am convinced 
that even after this experience he 
will be a valued defence minister 
at home and abroad.” Dr. Kohl 
told a Bonn press conference. 

The chancellor said that in an 
exchange of letters with the def- 
ence minister. Gen. Keissling tha- 
nked Mr. Woerner for restoring 
him to his post as deputy to NATO 
Supreme Commander Bernard 
Rogers. He said his health would 


not permit this and he would reg- 
ister as ill until his formal ret- 
irement date at the end of next 
month. 

Gen. Kiessling was forced into 
early retirement after West Ger- 
man military intelligence pro- 
duced witnesses who said they had 
seen the 5K-year-oId general in 
homosexual bars in Cologne. The 
report raised government fears 
that the general could be bla- 
ckmailed. 







2 Middto East news 

Democrats to debate U.S. 
withdrawal from Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (AF) — Impatient with President 
Ronald Reagan’s call to stand firm in Lebanon, 
House. of Representatives opposition Democratic 
Party leaders Tuesday proposed a resolution calling 
for the “prompt and orderly withdrawal” of all U.S. 
forces from Lebanon. 


The plan, endorsed by House 
Speaker Thomas P, O'Neill and 
other senior House Democrats, 
does not set a specific timetable 
for the pullout but calls foT a pro- 
gress report from the president 
within 30 days of passage. 

“We want to bring those boys 
home as quickly and as safely as 
we can." Mr. O’Neill told rep- 
orters late Tuesday after dis- 
cussing the measure with a special 
house advisory committee he 
commissioned to study the Leb- 
anon situation. 

Mr. O'Neill said the resolution 
would be presented to the full 
House Democratic membership at 
a party caucus on Wednesday and 
then brought to the House floor 
sometime within the month. 


The resolution would not have 
the force of law and would not 
require the president’s signature, 
although House leaders said they 
expected the proposal to be- sent to 

the Republican-Controlled Sen- 
ate. 

The proposed resolution calls 
for “the prompt and orderly wit- 
hdrawal of our Marines in the 
Multinational Force in Lebanon."' 

Asked what ’‘prompt and ord- 
erly withdrawal” meant. Mr. 
O'Neill told reporters: “Prompt 
removal is immediate or right 
away.” 

Last fall Mr. O'Neill supported 
legislation that allows the Marines 
to remain in Lebanon through 
mid-April 1985. But now. Mr. 
O'Neill said, he can no longer 


support such a mission, claiming 
the continued presence of Marines 
in Lebanon cannot be justified by 
the administration. 

An earlier draft of the res- 
olution would have given Mr. 
Reagan 30 days to come up with a 
plan for the withdrawal. 

But the new, more strongly 
worded, version directs him to 
begin the withdrawal right away, 
and then to report to Congress 30 
days after the resolution is ado- 
pted on what he has done to acc- 
omplish the request. 

The resolution would express 
only the sense of Congress, where 
a growing number of legislators of 
both parties are cal ling for an early 
withdrawal from Beirut, where 
259 American servicemen in the 
Multinational Force have been til- 
led. 

Mr. Reagan, in his State of the 
Union address Jan. 25. said the 
Marines had helped bring Leb- 
anon closer to a' peaceful set- 
tlement and that the United States 
should not be driven out by ter- 
rorism. 


Junblatt: Lebanese army plans attack 


BEIRUT 1 R) — The leader of 
Lebanon's predominantly Druze 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP). 
Walid JunblaiL has accused the 
Lebanese array of massing troops 
for an offensive against the gov- 
ernment's opponents. 

He made the charge Tuesday 
night in Damascus as the Beirut 
press was warning that failure of 
peace efforts now centred on the 
Syrian capital could bring an“exp- 
losion” in Lebanon. 

An army spokesman in Beirut 
confirmed troop movements were 
under way around the city and on 
the edges of surrounding mou- 
ntains but said: “ ft is only a rot- 
ation of forces." 

The failure of peace efforts so 
far brought a warning from a 
group of Lebanese industrialists 
that they would close their 1UU 
plants in 15 days, dismissing 
14.1 WO workers unless an accord 
was reached. 

The plants are situated in the 
Druze town of Shweifat which 
overlooks the U.S. Marines base 
at Beirut Airport and is often the 
focus of fighting near the capital; 

Government sources said Tue- 


sday the army had been con- 
sidering a push to cut off the 
Druze in the mountains above 
Shweifat from the Shi'ite Muslim 
militias controlling Beirut's sou- 
thern suburbs, who sympathise 
with the PSP. 

Prime Minister Shafiq AJ Waz- 
zan has repeatedly denied the 
government would resort to force, 
and an official quoted by state-run 
Beirut Radio expressed ast- 
onishment at such reports when it 
was increasing its efforts to get a 
disengagement plan into action. 

Last week, a senior official dec- 
lined to comment when foreign 
reporters asked if the government 
would use force to break a total 
political deadlock over the plan. 

Mr. Junblatt. whose Syrian- 
backed PSP is the main opposition 
military force, said in Damascus 
that the army was massing around 
the Shi’ite suburbs and above 
Shweifat. 

It planned to storm the mqu-. 
ntains and the suburbs, he said. 
“underThe'tirabrella of talk of the 
security :plan," and with the bac- ' 
king oiNight-iring Christian mil- 
itias. 


“We are alert to their attempts, 
concentrations and plans which 
will not be carried out as easily as 
they think," he said. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphey was in 
Damascus Tuesday following 
talks that he and Mideast envoy 
Donald Rumsfeld held with Syr- 
ian. Saudi Arabia and PSP rep- 
resentatives the previous day. But 
there was no word on whether he 
had been involved in further dis- 
cussions. 

Beirut newspapers have called 
the Damascus talks a last effort to 
get the peace plan going. 

Indicating the Lebanese gov- 
ernment’s exasperation at Mr. 
Junblatt' s refusal to accept the 
plan. Information Minister Roger 
Shikhani Tuesday night accused 
him of deliberately maintaining 
tension in order to overthrow 
Lebanon’s system of government. 

He said Mr. Junblatt had rej- 
ected government concessions but 
presented no alternative. Instead, 
he was demanding an overhaul of 
the political system that could only 
be -discussed after stability had 
been established. 


Iraq 
destroys 
3 Iranian 
naval targets 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi 
Navy and Air Force destroyed 
three more Iranian naval vessels 
Wednesday in Iranian waters of 
the Gulf, an Iraqi military spo- 
kesman said. 

But at almost the same time the 
Iranian News Agency quoted Ira- 
nian military sources as denying 
Iraqi claims that Iraq's forces had 
destroyed five Iranian vessels the 
day before. The report quoted the 
unnamed sources as saying traffic 
was normal in the Gulf. 

There was no way to ind- 
ependently confirm tbe opposing 
claims of the two countries. 

The unidentified Iraqi spo- 
kesman, broadcasting a com-* 
munique over Baghdad state 
radio, said the Iranian navy sus- 
tained the losses Wednesday near 
Kbor Moussa Canal in the nor- 
theastern sector of the Gulf reg- 
ion. 

The stricken Iranian navy ves- 
sels. according to rhe spokesman, 
were among several others trying 
to sail into the Iranian port of 
Bandar Khomeini, the spokesman 
added. The remaining Iranian 
navy vessels” sailed out of the area 
quickly... and all our navy units 
and jetfighters returned safely to 
base." the spokesman added. 

The Iraqi Navy and Air Force 
were reported lo have destroyed 
five Iranian Navy vessels Tuesday 
in the 30-nauticaI mile-long Khor 
Moussa Canal which leads to the 
Iranian port of Bandar Khomeini. 

Iraqi Navy Commander Abed 
Mohammad Abdullah has thr- 
eatened that his force will fire at 
any ship sailing to Iranian ports in 
the Gulf region in an apparent eff- 
ort to interrupt Iran’s all sea sup- 
ply line. 

Gandhi appeals 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
leader of the l(HJ-nation Non- 
Aligned Movement, has urged 
Iraq and Iran to end their three- 
year war and reach a negotiated 
settlement, a government spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

Mrs. Gandhi told visiting Arab 
League Secretary-General Chadli 
JClibi that she had written to the 
leaders of. the two -southwest 
Asian countries in a move “to ach- 
ieve a speedy resolution of the 
conflict," the spokesman said. 
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Sudan will urge Egypt’s return to Arab League 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri was 
Wednesday quoted as saying he 
would urge Arab leaders to invite 
Egypt back into the Arab League 
at a summit due to be held in Riy- 
adh in March. 

Mr. Numeiri. a staunch ally of 
Egypt, also told the weekly mag- 
azine Akher Sa’a he had already 
started pressing for Cairo's rea- 
dmission to the League, from 
which it was suspended after its 
1979 peace treaty with Israel. 

•*We will strongly urge Egypt's 
return to the Arab League at the 
□ext summit... it is the only way to 
confront dangers facing all the 
Aiab Nation.” he told the mag- 
azine in an interview in Khartoum 
after last month's Islamic summit 
in Morocco. 

Mr. Numeiri was one of a num- 
ber of Islamic leaders who per- 
suaded the Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference (OIC) to invite 
Egypt to rejoin at the Casablanca 
summit. Egypt accepted the inv- 
itation earlier this week. 


Sudan, bound to Egypt by a' 
joint defence pact, was one of 
three Arab countries which did 
not sever relations with Egypt 
over the treaty with Israel. The 
others were Oman and Somalia. 

Newspapers here Wednesday 
quoted official sources as saying 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak would visit Sudan for talks 
with Mr. Numeiri after his current 
tour of Zaire, Kenya, Somalia and 
Tanzania. 

Mr. Numeiri said that Libya 
threatened to conclude a strategic 
co-operation agreement with the 
Soviet Union if Egypt was rea- 
dmitted to the OIC. 

He also told the magazine that 
Libya has spent 5500 million on 
plots to foment rebels in south 
Sudan and separate it from the 
mother country. 

Mr. Numeiri said Libyan chief 
delegate Abdessalam Jalkmd, 
second in command to CoL Mua- 
mmar Qadhafi. made the threat 
of a strategic all iance with the Sov- 
iet at the Islamic summit last 


month. 

Over minority opposition led by 
Libya and Syria, the summit inv- 
ited Egypt to resume its OIC 
membership. 

Charging that the Soviet Uion 
was behind the Syrian-Ubyan 
drive to keep Egypt out of OIC. 
Mr. Numeiri said: “The Libyan 
chief delegate (Jalloud) thr- 
eatened before the entire Islamic 
leadership that Libya would con- 
clude a strategic agreement with 
the Soviet Union.** 

“Libya and Syria led a cam- 
paign at the conference to tear the 
Islamic World apart." Mr. Num- 
eiri said. 

Mr. Numeiri contended that a 
strategic alliance "exists, m pra- 
ctise’' between the Soviets on one 
hand and Libya and Syria on the 
other. 

Mr. JaUoucfs threat at the 
summit, therefore, means that 
“the coven threat has become an 
overt one. This threat can be seen 
in the continuing plots against 
peace and stability in the Arab 
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World and the African con- 
tinent.'* 

Mr. Numeiri has repeatedh- 
charged since the mid-1970s that 
Libya, in concert with the Soviets 
and Mama-ruled Ethiopia, was 
trying to destabilise Sudan and 
overthrow his regime. Sudan "has 
common borders with both Libya 
and Ethiopia. 


‘Egypt would return to Arab League if asked’ 


KINSHASA (Agencies) — 
Egypt's Presidem Hosni Mubarak 
has said his country will resume 
membership of the Arab League if 
approached. 

Mr. Mubarak flew here Tue-: 
sday at the start of a four-nation 
tour aimed at reasserting his cou- 
ntry’s role as an African nation. 
He is also due to visit Kenya. 
Somalia and Tanzania. 

He told Zairean journalists 
Tuesday Egypt's return into the 
Organisation of Islamic Con-, 
ference (OIC) had been without 
condition. Suspended from the 
OIC and the Arab League after 
signing a peace treaty with Israel 
in 1979. Egypt accepted an inv- 
itation last, mouth to rejoin the 


45-member Islamic group. 

But a question mark still hangs 
over Egypt's return to the League, 
an issue which may be discussed at 
an Arab summit to be held in 
Saudi Arabia at the end of March. 

“If tbe countries that make up 
the Arab League ask for its rea- 
dmission Egypt will return to the 
fold,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Amid signs of progress in imp- 
roving ties with Arab and Muslim 
states. Egypt has launched a dip- 
lomatic offensive aimed at exp- 
anding Cairo's influence in Africa 
as a counterweight to pro-Soviet 
Libya and Ethiopia. 

In Cairo Prime Minister Fuad 
Mohieddin told reporters Mr. 


Mubarak's tour would be followed 
by others to unspecified African 
countries “because there are sev- 
eral other invitations from African 
leaders." 

Hie semi-official newspaper AJ 
Ah ram said Mr. Mubarak's trip 
underscores the fact that Egypt is 
“both an Arab and an African 
country” with “strong links" to 
the peoples of the sub-Sahara reg- 
ion. 

Western and Egyptian obs- 
ervers believed the Egyptians 
would be seeking among other 
things to find ways of curbing the 
threat from Libya and Ethiopia on 
Sudan. Egypt’s giant neighbour to 
the south. 



security 


Heseltine confers with Kuwaiti officials 


KUWAIT ( AP) — British Def- 
ence Minister Michael Heseltine 
met here Wednesday with Kuwaiti 
Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Abd- 
ullah, and government sources 
said the main subject of discussion 
was ways of solving the Middle 
East crisis. 

Sheikh Saad, who doubles as 
prime minister of the Gulf state, 
also reviewed with Mr. Heseltine 
means of strengthening British- 
Kuwaiti relations in economic, 
political and military fields, these 
sources said. 

Later in the day. Mr. Heseltine 
held a session of talks with Foreign 


Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad, 
mainly on the feasibility of Britain 
playing a role along with other 
European Community states in 
solving the Middle East problem 
and ending tbe Iran-Iraq war. 

Afterward, the British secretary 
met with his Kuwaiti counterpart. 
Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah, and dis- 
cussed Kuwait's needs of 
British-made arms. 

No details- were "immediately 
available as to the types and qua- 
ntities of weapons Kuwait' mighL 
be' seeking from .Britain. , ,, 

Kuwait recently- signed a 
multi -million -do liar deal with Bri- 


tain, including 12 military training 
planes which have been supplied 
to KuwaiL 

Mr. Heseltine arrived from 
Saudi Aabia Tuesday on his first 
visit to the Gulf region, mainly to 
broaden his country’s sales of 
weapons to these countries. 

Asked about tbe prospects of 
setting up military industry in the 
kingdom, Prince Sultan said that 
the Gulf Co-operation Council 
..(GCC). has ramnaissipned studies 
on. possibilities and positive asp- 
ects of establishing these ind- 
ustries in the six member states. 


MANAMA. Bahrain *AP> — 
Bahraini security, tighte ning pre- 
cautions against politically- 
motivated saboteurs, on Wed- 
nesday reported the arrest of a 
34-year-old Bahraini national on 
charges of possessing unlicensed 
arms and belonging to an out- 
lawed organisation. 

The suspect, identified as Moh- 
ammad Abdullah Hussein, was 
interrogated about a quantity of 
arms and ammunition captured by 
police in a cache at the Ai Marfch 
Farm. 1U kilometres west of Man- 
ama. 

The Interior Ministry reported 
that an unspecified number of pis- 
tols, rocket-propelled grenades 
and ammunition were dug out of 
the buried cache and confiscated. 

The pro-government new- 
spaper Akhbar Al Khaleej said 
the suspect “confessed to being a 
follower of an illegal org- 
anisation.” 

The Interior Ministry refused to 
divulge any further details about 
the .identity of the suspect or the 
organisation to which he allegedly 
belonged. 
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UAE dirham 102 31 It 

UJL sterling pound — 5285/ 531 

U.S. dollar 376 1 37 

W. German marie 1335/ 134 


WEATHER 


BuBetin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be lair, with medium and high 
clouds. Winds will be southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wiO be nor- 
therly moderate and teas calm. 

Low/high te mp er ature in deg.C. 

Amman 5/17 

Aqaba 9/23 

Deserts 3/18 

Jordan Valley 11/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 22. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 38 per cent, Aqaba 29 
per cent 
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01:36 What is History? 

AMMAN AIRPORT 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.75111 

Fntaid. fire, police ............. 199 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters — .... 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic pofice 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Mu nicipa l water service 71125-8 

Ouecu Alia Lot. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - 81381 3^2 
KhaEdi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 
AkOeh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

MaBus. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmetsam 664171-4 

Sbmeteani Hosp i t a l 669131 

UmvCTiity Hospital 845845 

Dar AJ-Shifo. J. Hnsaein - 667158 

At-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Uamic. Abdali 665292 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muiuqreea 77101-3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Qhassan Yousef ...... 94657 


Dr. Jamecl Tarif iHai Nazzal) 

Al Satan pharmacy 367JU 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 33171 

Al Hadixha pharmacy 3U836 

Fsyez pharmacy — 661627 

Al Safas' pharmacy 74054 


Khayyam taxi ............ 

Basnra taxi 

Siyaha taxi - 

Hussein taxi 

Khaldotm and - 

Ahii taxi 


-..41541 

SI 1 857 

- 43265 

21776 

664888 

21127 


huud 

Dr. Lawrence Hlal Bader 
KhaZaT pharmacy .............. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Khafoel Abu Hussein 
AI Redha phar m acy 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan 74111 

Mh—oy of Tourism 42311 

Hotel cotnpUitrts 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

Information — 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas caBs 17 

Cable or telegram 18 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Apple (Double Red) 
Apple (Golden) ...... 

Apple (Start—) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (local) 


Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

CmEflower (white) 

Cucumber (targe) 

Cucumber (small] 

Dales 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 


e tn fib per kg. 

450 / 400 

450 / 400 

450/400 

450 / 400 

220/180 

270/220 

230 / 200 

300 / 250 

60/ 40 

150 / 120 

60/ 40 

180/150 

. — 320 / 280 

180/150 

. — 70/ 50 

110/ 90 

400/300- 


Gariic ....... 

Grapes (white) 

Grapes (black; 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mallow 

Ofives 

Oram (dry! 

Okra - 

Oranges (Abu Son) ... 
Oranges (Shaomouri) .. 

Pears ... 

Pepper (sweet) ....... 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes 


360 '300 

700 / 600 

. — 700 '600 

90/ 60 

...... 400 / 3UTI 

130/100 

80/ 50 

120' 100 

-.-160/ 140 
350 * 200 

— 150/120 

150/100 

250/200 

— 200/150 

— 750/650 

— 400/350 

— 370/330 

— 170/140 


ARRIVALS 


— Cabo (EA) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

. Abu Dbatri (RJ) 


•W* — Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) t f-ay 

MMS Cairo (RJ) MkM T.— 

•949 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) VhtM 

1M0 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 0M$ 

lfcli Beirut (Rj) iMg 

1*30 Muscat. Dubai. Abo Dhabi, |Lj| , 

„ „ Doha(GF) 11:30 

I4MI Kuwait (KAC) iida 

iSM Jeddah (Saudia) ltu 

— -Cairo (RJ) r^f- 

I7J0 Brands, Frankfurt (RJ) n-)» 

ITUS — New York, Amsterdam (RJ) iw— 

*2-* London, Paris (RJ) 

Pwia, Beirut (AF) 1930 

™ Cairo (EA) 1*46 

Athens (OA) Ifctt 

London (BA) 2HMS 

IMS Baghdad (RJ) 36:15 

0MS Cairo (EA) 2fc36 

DEPARTURES 22 — - 

•Mi Cairo (Al) ftfcflS ~ 


— Beirut, Amsterdam (KLM) 

_ Bearn (RJ) 

Aqaba flUl 

..... Cairo (EA) 

— Beam (MEA) 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

Athens, Copedsagen (AJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Geneva, Frankfurt (RJ) 

— Istanbul. Belgrade (RJ) 

— Doha, Dubai, Muscat (GF; 

Kuwait (KACI 

— — Jeddah (SV) 

— — Kuwait, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

— : Jeddah (RJ) 

— — Cabo (EA) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

-Dubai, Karachi (RJ) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

— ........ Loudon (BA) 

t Cairo (EA) 







Ministry to strive to reduce foreign 
workers, boost local jobs market 


By Afifah A. Kaloti 
Jfwdaa Tmu Staff Keporter 

. AMMAN — Minister of Labour 
. Tajrseer Abdul Jaber bas said his 
ministry win strive to decrease the 
number of foreign labourers in 
. Jordan in the near future thusgiv- 
.ing more job opportunities for 
focal workers. 

- - The ministry will improve the 
' efficiency of its employment dep- 
artment and all offices related toil 
in ord er to give priority to the reg- 
istration and employment of Jor- 
danian labourers." Dr. Abdul 
Jaber told a group of economists 
last week at a meeting organised 
by Jor d a n i a n Economists Ass- 
ociation. 

However, he said, the ministry 
will not totally abandon the imp- 
ortation of foreign labour par- 
ticularly. the highly technical skils 
which are not available in Jordan. 

“The country is especially in 
need of foreign labourers in the 
specialised fields of industrial 
production and tel- 
ecommunications. 

Jordan ianised workforce 

Dr. Abdul Jaber, 44, who was 
under-secretary at the ministry 
under the previous government, 
said that the ministry will also 
endeavour to increase the pro- 
portion of Jordanian workers eng- 
aged in production from 50 per 
cent to a minimum of 80 per cent. 
In the construction sector this will 
rise from 40 per cent to a min- 
imum of 60 per cent. 

In respect to the accounting, 
administrative, clerical and edu- 
cational professions in Jordan, he 
said that the ministry plans to res- 
trict the granting of licences in 
those fields to non- Jordanian 
Arabs as well as to other for- 
eigners for “there are lot of Jor- 
danian citizens who are qualified 
in those fields." 

Going a brief account of the 
employment situation since the 


early fifties in Jordan, Dr. Abdul 
Jaber said the country had' wit- 
nessed three major phases in its 
development. 

Three phases 


Describing the first phase as "a 
state of continuous une- 
mployment," he explained that it 
started with the Zionist occ- 
upation of three-quarters of Pal- 
estine in 1948. 

"The expulsion of hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians resulted 
in the destruction of the previous 
balance between natural res- 
ources and the population. 

He said that the speed of dev- 
elopment, despite its pace, could 
not accommodate all the workers 
during the fifties and the sixties. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber added that the 
shortage of job opportunities then 
led to the emigration of thousands 
of Jordanian workers and tec- 
hnicians to the countries of the 
Gulf. 

This period of time, he added, 
was also distinguished by the emi- 
gration of qualified workers to the 
western industrial countries and 
an obvious level of unemployment 
which varied between eight and 1 2 
per cent. 

The unemployment phe- 
nomenon was exacerbated in the 
aftermath of the Israeli occ- 
upation of more Arab territories 
in 1967. 

The unemployment situation 
worsened due to the expulsion of 
thousands of people particularly 
to the East Bank of the Jordan, he 
said. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that their 
phase of unemployment lasted 
untQ 1973 when a new economic 
and social stage started. 

■Labour shortage 

The Jordanian labour market in 
the second stage was characterised 


by a shortage in the labour force, 
he said. 

Giving a brief account of what 
led to the emergence of the phe- 
nomenon. Dr. Abdul Jaber said 
that before the implementation of 
the 1973-75 development plan 
there was a surplus in the labour 
force that made it necessary for 
the planners to take into account* 
the need of creating new job opp- 
ortunities. 

The situation changed com- 
pletely after 1975 due to the imp- 
lementation of major dev- 
elopment and economic projects 
in the country as well as the boom 
in some Arab countries due to the 
four fold increase in oil prices in 
1974. The continuity of this inc- 
rease lasted until the oil market 
slumped at the beginning of 1 983 . 
This created, he said, a new dem- 
and for labour to satisfy local 
needs, which necessitated imp- 
ortation of foreign labour, the tak- 
ing of measures to jestrict the 
emigration of Jordanian lab- 
ourers, the promotion of voc- 
ational training and the granting 
of more privileges to the Jor- 
danian worker thus “encouraging 
them to stay in the country.'* 

The most important of these 
incentives was the establishment 
of the Social Security Corporation 
in 1980. Dr. Abdul Jaber said. 

With respect to the unjustified 
increase in the demand for hired 
Arab and foreign labour and due 
to the fact that great numbers of 
foreign workers were illegally 
imported by employment brokers, 
the ministry, he said, had to take 
certain measures to organise the 
country’s labour market. 

A major result of this trend has 
been the emergence of a third 
•stage characterised by an unb- 
alanced labour market situation, 
he said. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said that, as the 
beginning of 1983, the enormous 
shortage in labour force started to 
subside. 



Minister of Labour Tayseer Abdul Jaber (centre facing) at the Jor- 
danian Economists Association meeting where be recently delivered a 
lecture (Petra photo) 


Combating shortages 

However, he added, this sit- 
uation was replaced by a shortage - 
in some professions which had 
been abandoned by the Jor- 
danian labourers, particularly in 
the unskilled construction sector 
as well as agriculture and nursing. 

Another result of the efforts to 
meet the new situation was the 
growth in the number of com- 
munity colleges, and university, 
graduates to enter that field of 
work. 

“Fifteen thousand students are 
expected to graduate this year 
from Jordanian universities and 
institutes, in addition to a large 
number of Jordanians graduating 
from abroad." he said. 

The third stage. Dr. Abdul' 
Jaber added, has witnessed large 
numbers of frustrated job seekers. 

“ During 1983, 9.U00 applied to 
the government personnel bur- 
eau, which places people in emp- 
loyment with public sector ins- 
titutions. 62 of which were fem- 
ales. Moreover, he said; job see- 
kers registering at the emp- 
loyment department of the min- 
istry increased from 2,(100 in 1982 
to 6.UUU in 1983. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber pointed out 
that despite this situation, wages 
are unlikely to fall during periods 
of economic depression, but tend 
to rise when things improve. 

He added that there are also 


great inadequacies in the tra- 
nsportation sector which prevent 
some Jordanian workers from sei- 
zing job opportunities that might 
be located a large way from their 
homes. 

Needless to say that there are 
externa] factors, regional and int- 
ernational. which have affected 
the labour situation in Jordan. 

Among the most important fac- 
tors are the world economic rec- 
ession, started in 1 980. the drop in 
the demand for Arab oil products 
by almost one half, in addition to 
the drop in oil prices, and the lack 
of demand for Jordanian exports, 
particularly from Iraq. 

All these factors contributed to 
the new situation which will str- 
engthen local factors, such as the 
desire of Jordanians to pursue 
higher education and finish a 
□umber of ongoing development 
projects. 

In Conclusion. Dr. Abdul Jaber 
said, the country plans to com- 
plete the vocational training cen- 
tres included in the 1981-85 five 
year plan as well as the imp- 
lementation of the professional 
classification system. 

The ministry will also work with 
the Higher Educational Council 
and higher educational ins- 
titutions to direct students tow- 
ards vocational training, hence 
decreasing the partiality for aca- 
demic education, he said. 


South cement works to swing into production soon 


By Elia Z. Nasrallah 
and Ghazi Ai Amrien 

Avl MAN — A newly established 
cement factory in southern Jordan 
is about to start production, and 
contacts are being made with for- 
eign importers to reach an agr- 
eement on marketing. 

We interviewed the director- 
general of the South Cement Fac- 
tory Company iSCFC . Mr. 
Hatem A I Halwani. in order to 
know more about the current sit- 
uation and steps being taken to 
market the cement. • 

Mr. Halwani considers the 
company the. biggest in the cou- 
ntry in terms of paid up capital. 
The paid up capital is JD 75 mil- 
lion. but the overall cost of the 
project is estimated at J D 1 *Ki mil- 
lion and the number of sha- 
reholders now stands at 57.000. 


roads: One from the factory lea- 
ding northward to reach the lim- 
estone quarries and the deposits of 
dry clay and the other running 
south to the quarry where we get 
day sheets”, he said. 

A large part of the project has 
been completed and will be ready 
by the time the factory starts pro- 
duction. 

Roads 

The Ministry of Public Works is 
at present preparing to build a 
24-kilometre road linking AJ 
Rashadieh with the Desert Hig- 
hway that extends to Aqaba. This 
road will serve all the towns and 
villages in the area in addition to 
being the main lifeline by which to 
ship cement to Aqaba. 

Adjoining the main site, there is 
a housing project for factory eng- 
ineers and workers. 



Hatem Al Halwani 

According to Mr. Halwani. the 
project was established at Al Ras- 
hadieh. some 28 kilometres south 
of Tafileh. and has been geared to 
yield an initial production of two 
million ronnes annually. 

Production dates 

An agreement with Japanese 
contractors, who are imp- 
lementing i he project, took effect 
from the middle of 1981. Under 
the contract, the first stage of the 
project will be ready 33 months 
■after the start of construction 
work and the second, in 39 
months. In accordance with the 
contract there has been no delay. 

Most of the work needed to 
commence the production has 
now been completed and exp- 
erimental production has' already 
started. Commercial production is 
expected to begin in the first qua- 
rter of this year, and cement will 
actually be in the market from the 
second quarter of this year. 

A considerable amount of work 
on the second stage has also been 
completed and experimental pro- 
duction stage will begin in the sec- 
ond half of 1984. with cement 
production beginning in the final 
quarter of this year. 

There are however other pro- 
jects connected with the factory 
and production, these mainly 
being roads. 11 We are building two 


The first part of the project has 
been completed and the second, 
qn which work has already started, 
will be constructed on a 210 dun- 
ums piece of land. It wifi include 
200 housing units near the factory 
while the third part, to be set up in 
Tafileh. will be composed of 50 
housing units complete with pub- 
lic services. 

Water and efectricfty 

The company is undertaking a 
water project to supply the factory 
and the housing projects with dri- 
nking water. Two pumping sta- 
tions have already been con- 
structed along with a 24 
kilometre- long pipe 10-inches 
diameter to supply water to the 
factory from two artesian wells 
owned by the company in the 
Fujef region and in AJ Hus- 
seinieh, south of Tafileh. 

In cooperation with the local 
electricity company, the cement 
factory company has buDt a tra- 
nsformer station near the factory 
site at Rashadieh to feed the fac- 
tory with electric power. 

Also all equipment needed for 
mining purposes has been pur- 
chased and has now arrived at the 
factory mine site. 

Training 

As to the training of personnel.; 
the company has, since the beg- 
inning of this year, started rec- 


ruiting technicians to operate the 
factory and to carry out mai- 
ntenance work. At least 3(lll tec- 
hnicians and employees are now 
being employed. 

Most of the workers come from 
Tafileh. and they are being trained 
in the various types of production 
work. However, the company has 
concluded contracts with a con- 
sortium of a number of European 
cement factories to manage fac- 
tory production for the initial two 
years. 

The foreign management which 
took over in mid 1983. will help 
train local staff to cany on the 
work after they leave. 

Since the very start, the com- 
pany has laid on training pro- 
grammes for its employees and 
workers. All the workers have 
been sent on- training courses to 
the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company in Fuheis. 

Also some of the Fuheis com- 
pany staff have visited the south 
cement factory to train workers on 
the spot. 

Mining 

Mr. Halwani explained that the 
cement company has started min- 
ing raw materials from its three 
quarries and now stores sufficient 
quantities to last for the whole 
winter. 

The raw materials store inc- 
ludes limestone and dry day. He 
said: “The company has acquired 
enough gypsum from areas close 
to the factory needed for the pro- 
duction process and is continuing 
the search for other sources of the 
minerals”. 

Factory specialists are at pre- 
sent studying the- possibility of 
- burning coal and oil shale instead 
of petroleum fuel as the main sou- 
rce of energy to operate the fac- 
tory in a bid to reduce costs. 

“Preliminary results are enc- 
ouraging and plenty of oil shale 
exists in the surrounding areas. 
We are thus planning to follow up 
this research.” he said. 

Marketing 

According to .Mr. Halwani. the 
company plant to sell its cement 
from second quarter of this year 
onwards. 

He said: “We will produce top 
quality Portland cement up to the 
highest specifications. We are 
concerned to keep the quality of 
the cement high in order for it to 
resist competition from els- 
ewhere. 

“We are presently contacting 
middlemen who might want to 
market the product in Arab and 
foreign countries as we want to 
arrange contracts quickly to mar- 
ket our cement especially in the 
Arab region which needs the 
commodity most he said. 

In Saudi Arabia, cement con- 
sumption tops 20 million tonnes 
annually while the country only 
produces an average of 10 million 
tonnes, he pointed out. 

Also Egypt normally imports 
□early seven million tonnes of 



Two views of the newly established cement factory in southern Jordan 



cement annually and we have our 
eyes also on other Red Sea cou- 
ntries and Iraq, he said. In fact 
Egypt is planning to buy two mil- 
lion tonnes of our cement this 
year, he added. 

Financial situation 

The company seems to be in a 
good financial position and. acc- 
ording to Mr. Halwani. has suf- 
ficient funds to finance all the 
pre-production stages because it 
has its own sources of income and 
possesses sufficient reserves of 
cash in the bank. 

He said: “ All the paid up capital 
is now being invested in the con- 


struction work and no money is 
being wasted whatsoever. This 1 
leaves the company in a very 
strong position.” he saidr 

Also the Japanese company 
undertaking the construction' 
work has offered us credit fac- 
ilities at very comfortable terms, 
he pointed out. 

In fact our company has ado- 
pted a very balanced and rea- 
sonable financial policy which 
permits it to start production at 
the minimum or cost so that it can 
compete with foreign companies 
by offering the lowest possible 
rates for the cement, he said. 


r FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET— | 

Consisting of two bedrooms, one guest room, one living 
room, dining room, bathroom, kitchen, glassed-in balcony, 
central heating. Surrounded by well-tended garden and sit- 
uated in South Um Uthaynah Street/east of Amra Hotel. Has a 
party telephone line and is offered to let for a period of one 
year for at least JD 4,000.- per annum. 

Call telephone: 23725 a.m. and 811 068 after 6:00 p.m. 


VILLA (A) IN ALIA SUBURB 

Available for rent, unfurnished, villa (A) with a telephone in 
Alia Suburb, 330 square metres, five bedrooms, two sitting 
halls, one living room, two kitchens, five bathrooms, one 
mud room, terrace, garden and fence, doors and windows 
protected by Iron bars, central heating, solar water heating 
system, large water reservoir, garage for two cars. 

Asking price JD 4,000!- a year 
CaU tel: 665064 


Qasem briefs Qaboo; 
on developments here 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief of the Royal Court Mar- 
wan Ai Qasem returned to Amman Wednesday alter 
delivering a message to Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
from His Majesty King Hussein, The message dealt 
with the current Arab situation in general and 
Omani-Jordanian relations in particular. 


In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra, Mr. Qasem 
said that he briefed Sultan Qaboos' 
on Jordan's recent measures to 
restore parliamentary life to the 
country. 

The King's message to Sultan 
Qaboos is part of Jordan’s attempt 
to co-ordinate and consult with 
other Arab countries to serve . hi- 


■ gher Arab interests, and those of 

■ the Omani and Jordanian peoples, 
the court chief said. 

in reply to a question about 
Jordanian -Palest ini an relations, 
Mr. Qasem said that this rel- 
ationship is unique and both peo- 
ples face the same fate and con- 
front common dangers. 
Therefore, he said, both peo- 


ples are bound to share national 
responsibilities. 

On Jordanian-Egyplian rel- 
ations. Mr. Qasem said that they 
were ai their best. 

King Hussein extended an inv- 
itation to President Hosni Mub- 
arak of Egypt to visit Jordan dur- 
ing their attendance in New Delhi 
at the Non-Aligned Movement 
conference. Mr. Qasem said- 

He added that the Egyptian 
government’s stand is not dif- 
ferent from those of other Arab 
states, and Egypt seeks to recover 
occupied Arab lands and to sup- 
port the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people in their hom- 
eland. 


Madaba industrial zone work starts 


MADABA (Petra) — Work on 
the construction of a handicraft 
and industrial zone for tie district 
of Madaba began here Wed- 
nesday. The town's mayor. 
Ahmad Al Azaydeh, described 
the project as “the most pro- 
minent in his municipality's dev- 
elopment schemes,” and aims at 
relocating the various industries 
and crafts centres in the area. 

The project, which is to be car- 
ried out in two stages, is in the 
north eastern side of the town will 
cost a total of JD 1.5 million, Mr. 
Azaydeh said. 

He said that the first stage ent- 

Construction 
on Irbid 
park begins 

IRBID (Petra) — Work has sta- 
rted on setting up three public 
gardens in the eastern area of 
Irbid at a cost of JD 55.000 . 

Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzaq 
Tbeishat said that tbe gardens will 
be provided with entertainment 
facilities for children and pointed 
out that they will be opened within 
the coming two months. The gar- 
dens will be established on land 
recently included within the Irbid 
Municipality boundaries. 


ails the construction of 120 bui- 
ldings complete with public ser- 
vices and utilities and road, water 
and electrical networks. 

The Madaba municipality has 
allocated JD 700,000 for the first 
stage which is due to be completed 
in the first quarter of 1985, Mr. 
Azaydeh said. 


After letting the premises ava- 
ilable under the firsi stage io local 
craftsmen, the municipality int- 
ends to embark on implementing 
the second stage which entails bui- 
lding 13u stores and utilities which 
should be sufficient to meet the 
needs of craftsmen and artisans 
until the year 2. nun. he said. 


By-election 
registration 
centres 
extend hours 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Civil Reg- 
istration Department (CRD) Dir- 
ector Rifa’i Al Hazaimeh said 
Wednesday that CRD’s offices 
around the country will remain 
open from eight in the morning 
until six in the evening Thursday 
and from eight untO three in the 
afternoon Friday to register voters 
for the forthcoming by-elections. 

Following that there will be a 
three-day period for those who 
want to appeal about the reg- 
istration procedure or query any- 
thing to do with it to raise their 
problems, Mr. Hazaimeh said. 

According to Mr. Hazaimeh, his 
CRD offices have issued 916 fam- 
ily books in Amman and Irbid 
over the past three days alone. 


U of J, Iraqi universities 
to sign cultural agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
from the University of Jordan will 
visit Iraq shortly to sign a cultural 
and educational agreement, acc- 
ording to a university spokesman 
here. 

The agreement will aim to str- 
engthen the educational and cul- 
tural ties between universities in 
both countries. 

A draft agreement has been 
prepared the details of which inc- 
lude an exchange of educational 


staff members, co-operation in the 
field of higher education, and 
administrative co-operation 
which will include the exchange of 
visits by employees. 

Co-operation in technical, tec- 
hnological and scientific research 
and the exchange of publications 
and expertise will also be included 
as will be the conducting of joint 
research and the holding of sem- 
inars. 


ACC loans top 5 million 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Agr- 
icultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) last year granted Jor- 
danian farmers loans totalling JD 
5,605,000. 

The loans were used to finance 
the development of rain-fed agr- 
icultural farmland, the imp- 
rovement of irrigated land, anima l 


husbandry development projects, 
agricultural industries, and the 
construction of rural and farm bui- 
ldings. 

Most of the loans were offered 
by the Amman branch of the cor- 
poration, according to Mr. Burhan 
Al Sharabi, deputy director- 
general of ACC. 


U.S. pianist to perform 
at RCC today, Friday 

AMMAN (J.T.I — Top American pianist Martin Berkofsky, who 
. arrived here Sunday, will play two concerts at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCCl Thursday and Friday. 

The performances will consist of a selection of work by Schumann. 
Beethoven, Brahms and Liszt as well as the two American composers- 
of Hovhannes and Gottschalk. 

On Friday, Mr. Berkofsky will hold a piano workshop at the RCC. 
and also hopes during his stay to meet local musicians. 

Mr. Berkofsky will leave Jordan, which is the first stage of a three 
country tour of the Middle East, Saturday when he will go to Cairo 
and Alexandria before winding up in Tunis. 

The tour is being sponsored by tbe United States Information 
agency. . 

Mr. Berkofsky was recently in the area when he played a number 
of concerts in Syria and Kuwait. 

Mr. Berkofsky was born in 1943 in Washington. D.C. and has 
studied under such piano masters as Mieczyslaw Munz. Konrad 
Wolff and Richard Hauser. 

He has been heard in the United States and abroad as a soloist with 
major orchestras and in numerous radio and television broadcasts in 
many parts of tbe world. 
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Danish Jordanian 
Dairy Co. Ltd. 

Invites you to taste the different 
products of KAROLINE at the following 
Supermarkets on the following dates: 

January 29 - 31st 
At HI-WAY SUPERMARKET 
PICCADILLY SUPERMARKET 
SWEET SUPERMARKET 
AL BARQ SUPERMARKET 

February 1, 2, 3 
At JORDAN SUPERMARKET 
SAFEWAY SUPERMARKET 
NOWIRAN SUPERMARKET & 

RAINBOW SUPERMARKET. 

February 6, 7 and 8 

AT KHALAF STORES 
SILVER SUPERMARKET 
GREEN VALLEY SUPERMARKET 

IFCO ' 
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Tears of a crocodile 


NEW details are emerging about the attempted criminal attack 
on the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem last Friday. 

Petra, the Jordanian News Agency, on Wednesday quoted 
some West Bank residents arriving here from Jerusalem as 
saying that altogether eight Jewish terrorists were seen car- 
rying explosives weighing 120 kilogrammes and entering the 
premises of Haram AJ Sharif — the compound which is sup- 
posedly surrounded by armed Israeli troops who also stroll 
across its yards all day and night. Soon after the terrorists left 
the scene, the mosque's guards conducted a thorough search of 
the whole area and discovered the explosives hidden in a num- 
ber of sacks, according to eyewitnesses. 

The residents quote the eye-witnesses as saying that the 
Palestinian guards, Abdul Hadi AJ Qara'in and Mabdi Hljazi, 
who found the explosives, chased the eight intruders and were 
about to lay hand on them when they were intercepted by 
Israeli soldiers who eventually permitted the terrorists to esc- 
ape in a waiting military vehicle. 

The attempt to plant explosives in the holy shrine is only one 
in a series of several attempted and actual desecrations by 
Israelis of the holy places, particularly A 1 Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of Rock, and definitely it will not be the last. Despite 
Israeli attempts to find justifications for these attacks, by cla- 
iming that the perpetrators were only Jewish extremists in a 
bid to absolve Israel from any responsibility for such crimes, all 
evidence points to the fact that the Jewish terrorists are or had 
been regular Israeli soldiers belonging to army units that are 
known for their skill in handling explosives. 

Also, a report in the Israeli newspaper Yediot Aharonot on 
the attempted attack confirmed that the terrorists left behind 
six boxes full of explosives and tens of hand grenades in add- 
ition to 10 sticks of dynamite, all bearing the mark of the Israeli 
army. 

So. if this latest incident, aimed at blowing up the Dome of 
the Rock, is taken to fall in line and coincide with continuing 
excavation work under the Muslim holy shrine, a grand Israeli 
design against Islamic holy places in Jerusalem becomes all too 
evident for us and the whole world to ignore. 

Let the Israeli president, Chaim Herzog, fool nobody in 
condemning “small groups of (Israeli) madmen*’ for last 
week's attempted attack in Jerusalem, for the actions of the 
Israeli extremists are indeed louder than anything Herzog has 
to say. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Wise agri policy needed 

ONE OF the major points in the new government's policy statement 
was in relation to agriculture. Jordan has limited resources and it is 
not possible for it to achieve food security if the current rate of crop 
production is maintained. Therefore it was found necessary to adopt 
a wise and well-planned agricultural policy that can help the country 
confront external pressures. This care for agricultural development 
in Jordan is closely linked with the development of the society and 
requires sacrifices and hard work from the citizens so that crop 
production can increase. 

Strengthening Jordan's domestic capabilities is linked with the 
government's policies aimed at mobilising Arab solidarity, because a 
strong domestic front can help the country to honour its national 
commitments and responsibilities. If some people see total Arab 
unky as being beyond reach at present, then at least Arab economic 
integration can be useful towards bringing Arab states together as a 
step forward towards the far-reaching goals. Jordan's support for 
Iraq and the Palestinian people will be enhanced if the country has a 
strong economy and can achieve true progress. 


Al Dustour: Israel will exploit election 

WE EXPECT Israel and the Zionist lobby in the United States to 
escalate their campaign to prevent President Reagan from being 
re-elected for a new term in office. We believe that this will be the 
trend of Zionist policy in the coming election because the president 
has made the Middle East issue his top priority in foreign policy. 
Israel had earlier resisted Reagan's peace proposals and aborted 
other initiatives by the U.S. to solve the Middle East issue. Israel does 
not want to see any durable solution to the problem and therefore it 
will do whatever it can to prevent any presidential candidate from 
attaining his goal unless he is totally orientated towards Zionist 
policies and adopts a biased attitude towards Israel. 

We also expect Israel to exploit the coming election campaign by 
extorting more financial assistance from the U.S. to help it build 
more settlements in the occupied Arab lands. At the same lime 
Zionist pressure on U.S. officials for more arms will increase so that 
Israel can get the minimum benefit of the election campaign. 

Sam Al Shaab: Sinister gesture 

WHA I IS really siniswr about Israel's latest attempt to blow up Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem is that it came immediately after the 
conclusion of an Islamic summit in Casablanca. It seems that the 
.Zionists wanted to show their hatred for all other religions by pla- 
nting explosives, and wanted to put all Arab and Islamic leaders to 
the test. They want to sound out their will and their commitment to 
defend the holy places and to see if they are really determined to 
undertake serious action to counter terrorist activities rather than 
just using words. 

We cannot deny that the Islamic summit dealt with several issues of 
extreme importance. but the Zionists' attempts to blow up the Dome 
of the Rock is a serious development directed at the feelings of all 
Muslims around the world, and therefore requires speedy action to 
save the holy places from destruction and desecration. The local 
Arab guards were also this time to abort the terrorist attempt to blow 
up the holy shrine, but more serious work in required on the pan. of 
the Muslim leaders to find a durable solution to the problem and so 
save for ever the holy places from the danger of terrorists and Zionist 
extremists. 


Reagan willing to merge talks on missiles 


By Jeffrey AntevO 
Reiner 

WASHINGTON — In a subtle 
shift of position, the United States 
is hinting that it would be willing 
to merge the U.S.-Soviet talks on 
medium-and long-range missiles 
if this is the only way to get Mos- 
cow back to the negotiating table. 

Administration officials told 
Reuters this was the significance 
of comments on Monday by Edw- 
ard Rowny. the chief U.S. neg- 
otiator at the Strategic Arms Red- 
uction Talks (START), dealing 
wfch long-range missiles. 

Hb remarks came on the same 
day as the administration issued a 
firm but notably low-key denial of 
fresh Soviet charges that Was- 
hington was violating arms control 
agreements. 

Mr. Rowny also said the 
START talks had made more pro- 
gress than was generally realised 
and a breakthrough was possible. 


The U.S. negotiator as recently 
as last Friday publicly opposed 
merging START with separate 
talks on intermediate-range nuc- 
lear forces (INF). But Monday he 
signalled a shift in this position. 

He told reporters after meeting 
President Reagan at the White 
House that if Soviet negotiators 
agree to resume START “and 
then begin to bring in other issues, 
we are going to listen to any rea- 
sonable proposal." 

Asked if this meant a new U.S. 
willingness to consider combining 
the talks. Mr. Rowny replied: 
“Thai is a fair statement." 

Other officials, commenting on 
hb remarks, said the United States 
was not seeking to solicit such a 
proposal from Moscow. 

“We don’t think it's a good 
idea," one said. “ But we recognise 
that if the Soviets propose merged 
negotiations, it’s going to be dif- 
ficult for us to peremptorily tum 
them down." 


Another official said Mr. 
Rowny was saying in effect. “We 
wilt consider all serious offers 
from the Soviets." 

But he added that Mr. Rowny 
&as talking about trade-off bet- 
ween U.S. and Soviet-range str- 
ategic weapons and not indicating 
the United States would exchange 
jts new medium-range missiles in 
Europe for Soviet concessions on 
strategic arms. 

Moscow broke off the INF talks 
in November, saying it would not 
return while the new U.S. cruise 
and Pershing missiles remained in 
Europe. It has refused to set adate 
for resuming the START neg- 
otiations which recessed last 
month. Both sets of talks have 
been held in Geneva- 

In a speech on Friday. Mr. 
Rowny said it was entirely pos- 
sible. if Moscow returned to 
START, that it would try to inc- 
lude the U.S. missiles in Europe. 
But he said he did not think this 


would make the remaining dif- 
ferences any easier to overcome. 

“The unresolved problems will 
still remain and could indeed be 
complicated by such an arr- 
angement." Mr. Rowny said. The 
officials said this was still the U.S- 
position. 

Responding to Moscow's unu- 
sual publication of a diplomatic 
note setting forth its charges of 
U.S. arms control violations, the 
officials said they had been exp- 
ecting such a move since President 
Reagan publicly issued similar 
charges last week. 

“Lately the Soviets have ado- 
pted a technique of th-for-tat, that 
is. whatever we say the/ 0 say exa- 
ctly the same thing." one said. “So 
it's no surprise’* 

A press release summarising 
Mr. Reagan’s classified report to 
Congress listed seven actual or 
probable Soviet violations of arms 
accords, including testing of a new 
missile barred by the 1979 Str- 


ategic Anns Limitation Treaty 
(SALT-21 and deploying a radar 
that could be used for an anti- 
ballistic missile system in violation 
of the 1972 ABM treaty. 

The Soviet note, delivered to 
Washington last week, accused 
the United States of an equally 
wide range of violations, including 
concealing Minuteraan-2 and 
Titan-2 missile rids contrary to 
verification provisions in the 1 972 
SALT-1 pact 

Moscow said the shelters might 
have been used to conceal ins- 
tallation of multiple-warhead 
Minuteraan-3 missiles in the silos 
in violation of ceilings set in 
SALT-2, which both sides have 
agreed not to undercut although it 
has not been ratified. 

The Kremlin said the new dep- 
loyment of U.S. Pershing'2 and 
cruise missiles in Europe violated 
the unratified treaty by posing an 
additional strategic threat to the 
Soviet Union. 


It also accused the. United Sla- 
tes of deploying major radar sta- 
tions capable of serving in a com- 
prehensive ABM sytfem: ~ 

U.S. officials Monday re jested 
all of the charges except for one 
alleging that radioactive defer* 
from some American nod- 
ergrovnd nuclear teas had leaked 
into other countries. 

They said such leaks tad occ- 
urred in both U.S. and Soviet teas 
but I hey were rare anil Moscow 
had not previously raised th» issue 
since. 1976. 

Critics of Mr. Reagan's report 
on Sov iet violations said it further 
complicated the already difficult 
task of resuming nuclear anus 
control negotiations witiuhe Sov- 
iet Union. - 

Butadministnuicm- officials vaid 
the report had bees ordered by 
Congress and Mr. Reagan had rel- 
eased it with as little fanfare as 
possible. 



Cheysson after OAU mediation on Chad 


By Chris Peterson 
Reuter 

PARIS — A five-day visii to 
Chad. Ethiopia and Libya by Ext- 
ernal Relations Minister Claude 
Cheysson was portrayed Tuesday 
as a determined bid to defuse the 
situation in Chad, brought to boi- 
ling point by the downing of a 
French colony Wednesday, is 
under instructions from President 
Francois Mitterrand to “examine 
with the governments concerned : 
means of speedily restoring peace 
to Chad.” ■ '■ 

His trip, which diplomatic sou- 
rces said was arranged before the 
shooting down of a French Air 
Force Jaguar fighter-bomber by 
Libyan-backed rebels last week, 
takes him to the Chadian capital of 
N djamena. then to Addis Ababa 
and Tripoli. 

It was not clear whether he 
would meet Libyan Leader Mua- 
mmarQadhafibut French officials 
stressed that France had mai- 
ntained a dialogue with Libya thr- 
oughout the latest stage in the 
Chad conflict, which stretches 
back nearly 1 8 years. 

Last August France sent about 
3 JUKI troops supported by Jaguar 
and Mirage FI jets to back Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre’s forces, 
then under heavy pressure from 
the Libyan-backed rebels led by 
former President Goukouni Oue- 
ddei. 

The rebels effectively control 



the northern half of the country, 
but the arrival of the French con- 
tingent stabilised the situation. 

The conflict flared again last 
week, when a rebel column raided 
remote government outpost at 
Ziguey. 3UO kilometres north of 
the capital. 

It was as the rebel unit was ret- 
reating northwards with the pri- 
soners. including two Belgians 
working for a voluntary medical 
group, that the French jet was shot 
down by a heat-seeking missile. 
The pilot was killed. 

In the first direct confrontation 
involving French forces, the Jag- 
uar and Mirage jets strafed the 
column and destroyed a number 
of vehicles. 

France then moved its ground 
troops about 1 till kilometres north 


to a new defensive zone and rei- 
nforced its air power with more 
jets backed by in-flight refuelling 
tankers. 

The French move triggered 
fears that Paris was considering 
some form of retaliation. During a 
visit to French forces in Chad at 
the new year. Defence Minister 
Charles Hernu said: “If a single 
French soldier is fired at. the reply 
will be immediate.’’ 

But what followed was a war of 
words, with the French External 
Relations Ministry saying in a 
communique that Libya appeared 
to be responsible. 1 " ' 

The same communique stressed 
that although the military sit- 
uation was being studied closely 
France intended pursuing its pol- 
itical efforts to resolve the conflict. 

Monday night Col. Qadhafi 
warned France in a radio int- 
erview that it risked becoming 
involved in another Algerian war 
and said Paris had no right to 
move its forces north. 

Col. Qadhafi has always denied 
French and Chadian, assertions 
i hat Libyan troops are based in the 
northern sector of the country, but 
he told French radio last night: 
“If Libya agrees to the request 
of the Goukouni government and 
sends forces to counter-balance 
the power of the French sup- 
porting Mr. Habre. then it must be 
said that France should prepare 
for a war that will be like the Alg- 
erian war. 

“ I do not think that the French 


people want to relive that unh- 
appy experience." 

Diplomatic sources said Paris 
desperately wanted to avoid a dir- 
ect military confrontation with 
either the rebels or Libyan troops, 
despite an apparent desire by Pre- 
sident Habre to see French sol- 
diers in action alongside his forces. 

French public opinion, already 
affected by losses sustained by the 
French contigent in the Mul- - 
tinational Force - in Lebanon, 
would not countenance further ' 
casualties in Chad^fhe 'sources-' 
said. 

France’s stated aim behind 
“Operation Manta” in Chad was 
to stabilise the situation enough to 
allow all parties in the conflict to 
gather around the conference 
table. 

But hopes of an early political 
settlement received a major blow 
earlier this month when a con- 
ference called by the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) in Addis 
Ababa failed after Mr. Habre ref- 
used to take part. 

He maintained that an turport 
welcome given for Mr, Goukouni 
by the Ethiopian leader and OAU 
chairman. Mengistu Haile Mar- 
iam. pat him an equal footing with 
Chadian leader. 

Mr. Cheysson’s visit to Addis 
Ababa was seen by diplomats in 
Paris as underlining France’s con- 
tinuing belief that some formula 
organised by the OAU was the 
most appropriate route to a set- 
tlement. 


Argentina: Painful' digging into the past 


Horror is 'noitniing in Argentina as the bodies of those killed under the 
military junta arc found in their graves. Jimmy Burns reports. 


BUF.NOS AIRF.S • I'hc people 
of Argentina are quite literally 
Jigging into their past. In gra- 
veyards up and down the country 
norethan 3 .inn M in liarkeJ graves 
have been unearthed, revealing 
the bodies of the victims ol past 
repression, officially classified as 
the " Jisappearcir ones. 

There are chiIJrcn among the 
dead. Many of the bodies, even in 
a late stage of decomposition, 
show signs ol having been shot at 
point blank range or mutilated. 
Skulls have their teeth wrenched 
out to avoid identification. 

There has been confusion of a 
particularly black kind. Just bel- 
ore the New t ear. Buenos Aires 
/on was closed when graves were 
discovered near the main animal 
cage. Doctors arc sifting through 
the bones to see if they can ide- 
ntify any human ones, 

To the outside world, the dis- 
coveries of recent weeks might 
seem like a macabre obsession 
with a past already known through 
the reports of human rights org- 
anisations and perhaps best for- 
gotten. 

But for large sections of the 
Argentine population, the daily 
revelations of horror arc not only 
new. but are contributing to a 
mood ol collective catharsis with 
lar-rcaching political imp- 
lications. 

Graphic deatoils 

Since the swearing-in of the 


t.'enire-Lefl Radical government 
of \!r. Raul Allonsin last month 
i »cce nber . the local media has 
been able to report events in gra- 
phic detail, a freedom denied 
when the niliiary took power in 
-.larch l'»7h. Until Iasi nonth a 
eo nbinaiion ol propaganda and 
physical coercion ensured that 
mst of the population had either 
never hearJ nl or preferred to ign- 
ore. the details ol the atrocities 
cn n.nilied during a "dirty war”. 

“Just a lew nomhs ago. most of 
ny neighbours thought 1 was mad 
or a liar." said \lr. Emilio Mig- 
nnne. a human rights lawyer. 
“Since 1 was allowed to appear for 
the first lime nn TV. I'm hugged 
by people in tears saying. 1 My 
God. My God. you were right'.” 

President Alfnnsin was himself 
an active human rights cam- 
paigner during the military regime 
and promised during his campaign 
that the fate of the disappeared 
would be investigated and those 
responsible brought to judgment. 

He has moved with ext- 
raordinary speed to reduce the 
power of the military. In the first 
few days after he took over he pla- 
ced a military-industrial complex 
under civilian control, reshuffled 
the military high command, ret- 
iring more than 7u senior officers, 
and repealed a law giving amnesty 
to those accused ol human rights 
v flotations. Nine members of the 
three juntas which governed in the 
years I 97fi-*2 were ordered to be 
court -mania lied on charges of 


murder. 

Over a dozen other senior off- 
icers. including Gen. Reynaldo 
Bignone. the former president, 
have been summoned by civilian 
judges on charges relating to those 
of the estimated X.ihki cases of 
disappeared which are sufficiently 
well-documented. 

About officers have been 
i nplicated directly in the rep- 
ression. anJ much of the evidence 
is being passed on to a special ind- 
ependent inquiry. 

Lenient approach 

vtr. Aifonsin is conscious, how- 
ever. ol the need to diminish dem- 
ands for unbridled vengeance and 
to deal with the military in a way 
that will not provoke serious unr- 
est. In his first speech as president, 
he made an emotional appeal for 
national reconciliation. 

A new law currently under deb- 
ate specifics that ail officers acc- 
used of human Tights violations 
should no longer answer imm- 
ediately to a civilian court but ins- 
tead submit themselves for trial by 
tiie supreme council of the armed 
Iniucv the highest military court. 

Under the new law each court 
martial will have a time limit of 
] vij days and any decision will 
eventually be submitted to a civ- 
ilian appeals court, empowered to 
look at Iresh evidence. Final sen- 
tence will be given by the supreme 
court. 

Human rights groups have con- 
demned the new law as a farce. 
After several years of seeing the 
constitution and the law con- 


sistently violated by the armed 
forces, they have no faith in the 
military’s willingness to try itself 
fairly. 

The government insists that the 
courts martial will be public, but 
under the country’s military code 
there is a loophole whereby there 
can be secrecy where “morality 
and the discipline of the armed 
forces” are affected. 

Military close ranks 

Army solidarity over the human 
rights question has remained vir- 
tually intact. The revelations of 
recent weeks and the spectacle of 
senior officers nearly lynched on 
their way to court, a reaction 
which Mr. Aifonsin has con- 
demned. have contributed to a 
closing of ranks. 

Senior officers have taken to 
attending, court surrounded by 
heavily-armed bodyguards drawn 
from the former military state sec- 
urity apparatus rather than official 
police protection and presidential 
aides are concerned lest the for- 
mer paramilitary police become 
agents provocateurs. 

Professinnalisation in (he 
armed forces could take several 
years, however, and in the mea- 
ntime there is clearly a need for a 
more immediate pacifier. Pri- 
vately the president's aides admit 
that a peaceful and just resolution 
of the human rights debate in the 
coming months depends less' on 
changed military attitudes than on 
the continuing popularity of Mr. 
AJfonsin. 


Nasserites to seek 
forming new party 


By No&l Dossari 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Dubbed simply as 
“Nasserities.” supporters of the 
late Gama! Abdul Nasser and his 
vision of pan-Arab socialism are 
bidding to form a new pany. but 
will be lucky to win permi s sion to 
contest general elections in May. 

The Nasserites, claiming they 
could win at least 10 per cent of 
the vote, dispute (hat the present 
ruling National Democratic Party 
(NDPj inherited the mantle of the 
1 952 revolution that toppled King 
Farouk and swept Nasser to 
power. They seek permission to 
join other legitimised opposition 
groups ranged against the NDP. 

' That idea was vetoed by the late 
President Anwar Sadat, but there 
are signs his successor. Hosni 
Mubarak, will allow freer ele- 
ctions this May than anv held since 
1952. 

The anti-NDP admirers of Nas- 
ser, who died of a heart attack on 
September 28, 1970. have been 
encouraged by the case of the 
New-Wafd. a revival of the Wafd 
Pany that was the standard- 
bearer of Egyptian nationalism 
under the monarchy. 

New-Wafd recently won a court 
i battle against a government .ban 
on its reorganising as a legitimate 
. party. ■_ . 

But it .seems unlikely the adra- 
imstrative'eoun. which deals with 
such cases, will process a Nasserite 
application in time for the May 
ballot, political sources say. 

More than 5.(HJ0 attended a 
Nasserite rally in Cairo in early 
January and a Nasserite party 
could win 10 to 2(1 per cent of a 
general election vote, according to 
ex-legislator Kamel Ahmad who 
is behind the effort to form a 
party. 

Those at the rally included for- 
mer Vice-President Alt Sabry, jai- 
led for 1 0 years on charges that he 
plotted the overthrow of Mr. 
Sadat in 1971. 

But Mr. Ahmad told Reuteisin 
an interview that the NDP was 
using the administrative court as a 
ploy to delay formation of a Nas- 
serite party. 

“The NDP does not want a 


pany which says it represents the 
1952 revolution and the idcabof 
Nasser." he said- "Even "if the 
court accepted our. plea, it will be 
too late to join in the elections.” 

Abdullah Iman. a pro- Nasserite 
journalist, wrote in.the'woddy 
magazine Rose Al Yousscfv “1 
cannot think of the NDP as the 
revolution's parry ... and it is not 
logical that the Wafd is aflowed to 
come back while the Nasserites 
have no right to speak for ihe- 
mseb.es.' 

The Nasserites urge more rig. . 
orous Arab nationalist policies at 
Egypt and closer relations with the 
Soviet Union, and a return to Nas- 
ser’s strictly socialist economic 
policies. 

Under Mr. Sadat, who suc- 
ceeded Nasser and led Egypt until 
Muslim extremists assassinated 
him in 1981. both domestic and 
foreign policies were sharply 
amended. 

Vlr. Sadat expelled Soviet mil- 
itary advisers and moved close to 
the United States, sponsor of the 
Camp David accords with brad 
and Egypt's 1979 treaty with the 
Jewish state. 

At home. Mr. Sadat proclaimed 
an “open door” policy to Western 
investors. Bui the state industrial 
sector established by Nasser rem- 
ained., as did subsidies on baric 
commodities that keep the price of 
an Egyptian loaf as low as one pia- 
stre (about one U.S! cent). Riots 
foiled a 1 977 bid by Mr. Sadat to 
limit subsidies. 

Mr. Mubarak's Egypt remains a 
U.S. ally and is the second biggest 
recipient worldwide of U.S. aid 
after Israel, obtaining some S2.5 
billion a year in civil and military 
funds. 

But no major new moves to 
dismantle the Nasser economic 
legacy have been made and. while 
retaining the treaty with Israel, 
Egypt bad edged back toward the 
Arab mainstream. 

In tentative predictions, several 
political commentators mea- 
nwhile see Mr. Mubarak's NDP ; 
retaining a majority in the May 
elections, perhaps with a str- 
engthened, Wafd- led opposition. 
Opponents now have only 13 of 
392 People’s Assembly seats. 


LETTERS 


Free of charge advice 


To the editor; 

I am writing in response to the commentary (Jordan Times. 
Sunday, Jan. 22, 1984) printed earlier this month, which hum- 
ourously, but all too accurately, described one man's effort to 
obtain information about the actual arrival time of friend's flight 
into Queen Alia International Airport (QALA). 1 know many 
others have shared his frustration, and am writing to provide ( free 
of charge and without asking for a free-lunch from those who tise 
it), the correct number to dial for assistance. . 

The best number to call for information on any flight into 
QA1A is the Alia Information Office at the airport: 08/532CKI. 
This office maintains updated flight information, not only on Alia 
flights, but on all carriers serving QALA. 

I have dialled this number several times, at various times of . 
day/night, and have not had trouble getting through. The staff 
have always been cheerfully helpful, even when I have not ide- 
ntified myself as an Alia employee. It is best to telephone about 
one hour before scheduled flight arrival, and io know the carrier 
and flight number so that the most accurate response can be made. 

Most of Jordan’s newspapers and guides are printing a variety 
of phone numbers for QA1A, sometimes merely switchboard 
numbers which are tied up most of the time!. 1 hope the Jordan 
Times and other media will help us spread the correct ink 
ovmatibn. and that the general public will use the number res-" 
ponsibly so that everyone requiring information can be served 
efficiently in tuna. ... 

Lastly, 1 would like to note that Alia flights had a7S.4 percent • 
on-time performance record during January- December. ly83,‘ 
which includes the half year we were operating out of the con- 
gested old Amman Airport. With the new 0 AIA facilities. 1984’s , 
on-time rate should be even better. So. when in doubt- you can i 
count on .most Alia flights arriving within IS minutes of the 
schedufed lime, as printed in timetables and newspapers^ 

Kathy Sullivan 

Public Relations Department, 

Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, j 
Amman. " — - 
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Controversy over Mitterrand’s plans for the Louvre 


By Marilyn August 

Associated /Vera 

PARIS — If President Francois 
Mitterrand’s plan to overhaul the 
Louvre Museum succeeds,- a 
broad two-story glass pyramid will 1 
soar out of the stately courtyard 
between the two major wings. 

The transparent triangle, ins- 
pired by Egypt's Giza pyramids, is 
the brainchild of Architect l.M. 
Pei, Mr. Mitterrand’s personal 
choice to restore the Louvre as the 
world’s greatest treasure house. 

The vast project, scheduled to 
be completed in 1989. has drawn 
bitter protests. Critics say the con- 
temporary addition will detract 
■from the elegance of the 700 
year-old building. 

Last October, Louvre Director 
Andre Chabaud resigned to pro- 
test against a “gigantic and unf- 
easable” plan he said would pose 
“architectural risks.'* 

Mr. Pei's blueprints, which call 


for three mini-pyramids and water 
fountains surrounding the glass 
triangle, are expected to get final 
approval from Mr. Mitterrand in 
February. 

Only a public outcry stirred by 
recent press protests could oblige 
Mr. Mitterrand to change his 
mind, say French observers who 
note there is no formal adm- 
inistrative process to block a pre- 
sidential decision in this field. 

Architects at the government’s 
Department of Historical Mon- 
uments complain that the pan- 
oramic view of an elegant classical 
building will be Spoiled by an 
“incongruous and unusual... 
monumental’ structure. 

But Mr. Pei, the veteran 
■Chinese- American architect who 
designed the new wings at the Nat- 
ional Gallery in Washington, says 
he is “conscious of the Louvres 
historical importance” and that 
his plans “respect the buildings' 
architectural integrity.'* - 

The mass-cuxuIationParis daily 


France Soil, under the banner 
headline “the Louvre, a scandal 
already” carried an editorial in 
which French Academy member 
Jean Dutourd urged Mr.. Mit- 
terrand to leave the Louvre alone. 

“Bringing in a Chinese- 
American expert doesn't furnish; 
him (Mitterrand) with the nec- 
essary talent to ‘improve’ an ens- 
emble that took French royalty 
6U0 years to build,” Mr; Dutourd 
said. 

Experts agree the museum des- 
perately needs modernisation. It is 
one of France’s top tourist att- 
raction, drawing three million vis- 
itors yearly to its priceless col- 
lections of nearly 400,000 iteras- 
from the winged victory of Sam- 
othrace to Egyptian mummies — 
crammed into 225 galleries. 

Visitors complain about poor 
lighting and . say many mas- 
terpieces are bung so high they are 
barely visible- Experts have no 
room for restoration and archieve 


work. New acquisitions som- 
etimes end in museum offices bec- 
ause there is no place else to put 
them. 

“The Louvre is tike a theatre 
without a backstage,” Emile Bia- 
sini, president of the project, said 
in a recent interview. 

The project, not including cur- 
rent cleaning of the vast exterior, 
-is expected to cost between two 
and three billion francs (5235 and 
352 millioo}. 

It involves evicting the finance 
ministry from one whole wing of 
the . palace, and adding 645,000 
sq uare feet facing the Rue de Riv- 
oli arcades to the museum. 

The move will allow the mus- 
eum to empty its overflowing sto- 
rerooms and put on show some of 
the priceless paintings never seen, 
publicly before. 

Of the museum's 15,000 pai- 
ntings. 2.200 are hung on its walls 
and 4,300 are in storage. The 
remaining 8,500 paintings are on 


permanent loan to provincial 
museums. 

The respected daily Le Monde 
attacked Mr. Pei directly: “just 
because he likes the pyramids 
doesn't mean he can treat the 
Louvre courtyard as an annex to 
Disneyland,” Andre Fennigier 
wrote in a recent editorial. 

For centuries the Louvre, built 
700 years ago as a fortress, served 
as home to French royalty, who 
enlarged it according to them own 
architectural tastes. It became a. 
museum when Francois I brought 
to France paintings by Titian and 
Raphael and Leonardo Da Vinci's 
Mona Lisa. 

If s treasures grew under Nap- 
oleon Bonaparte's demand for 
“tribute'’ in art works from con- 
"quered countries, including the 
pink carrousel Arch of Triumph 
from Italy in front of the building. 

Mr. Pm says be designed the 
transparent pyramid to provide a 
highly visible entrance to the mus- 


eum. Le Monde compared it to 
“the tip of an iceberg." 

“I know it sounds siBy," said 
Mr. Biasini,“bm the question tou- 
rists ask most often is, ‘how do I 
get in?*. This is really scandalous- 
for the Louvre.” 

Visitors will enter through the 
pyramid and descend by escalator 
to a large lobby, from which tun-.* 
nels will provide direct access to 
exhibition rooms now connected 
by kilometres of the Louvre cor- 
ridors. There will be adjacent 
underground parking for more 
than 1,000 tourist cars and the 
tourist buses. 

Some say the pyramid will und- 
ermine the Louvre’s serious image 
and turn it into “ another cultural 
supermarket. 

Mr. Biasim says that is exactly- 
what Mr. Mitterrand wants. 

“There's no reason why .the 
Louvre can’t be a centre bustling, 
with cultural activity”- he said. 


New maps for public schools 


IT- IS not new that j^Mk schools are most of the time located In 
archaic hmtdh^s that hygiene is not always satisfactory and that 
the tfanda r d pf the teachers, especially the ones teaching a Foreign 
la n gaa y , b lower than the normal. 

- However] students of public schools have better results than 
their cofle^nesjn private schools fen pampered, more squeezed in 
-dassrorions that are barely heated. Tbose students study in dif- 
ficult conditkNU and- are worthy of our admiration. 

BidtbereIrBialiiimumofrequfreinentstowtiiclitbosestudents 
are enisled. 

If the bnfldfiigs aura archaic, teaching should not be so. On the 
will of a classroom in apabtic school in Jabal A1 Hussein there is a 
map of. Africa. Tins map is so oM that thy students can hardly see 
the bo un da ri es of cou nt ri es .' However, one can read very dearly " 
“Kingdom of Libya” . When we know that this kingdom ceased to , 
exist inl969, we can gate the age of this map. Ob top of that there 
are.other countries in Africa which have gained their independence 
and changed their names’ but do not appear on this map. 

Surety lb h not . difficult to asfc that public schools be provided 

with recent' aod actnal- maps. 


Lake Geneva is suffocating from pollution 


By Claude Fillet 

Reuter 

GENEVA — Once praised for its 
azure waters, flocks of wild swans, 
swallows, ducks and divers. Lake 
Geneva is now dying a slow death, 
suffocated by pollution. 

The lake, known as Lac Leman 
in Switzerland and France which 
share its shores, has lost its purity 
over the years. Now the largest 
expanse of “fresh” water in Wes- 
tern Europe is in danger of bec- 
oming lifeless unless urgent mea- 
sures are taken. 

The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Nat- 
ural Resources (1UCN) believes 
the last aquatic life could be gone 
in as little as three years. 

Leman is the main source of 
drinking water for more than half 
a million people on the Swiss side. 
In spring and summer, h attracts 
thousands of holidaymakers, wat- 
erskiers. sailors, windsurfers and 
swimmers. 

The lake has long been home 


for large populations of water 
birds and many species offish, inc- 
luding the perch — a gourmet spe- 
ciality in Switzerland. But res- 
taurant owners have had to resort 
to imports because of dwindling 4 
catches. 

The IUCN says Leman’s major 
problem is that the natural process 
of eutrophication — the process 
that turns ponds brackish and fin- 
ally stagnant over many years — 
has been vastly accelerated by pol- 
lution. 

“Industrial, agricultural and 
domestic waste chemicals have 
been entering the water for the 
past three decades in quantities ■ 
which the lake and its plant and 
animal denizens cannot absorb or 
recycle to maintain a normal eco- 
logical equilibrium," the swi&s- 
based environmental body said. 

Many of these chemicals are not 
poisonous — most of them are 
phosphates and nitrates coming' 
from agricultural fertilisers or 
household or industrial det- 


ergents. 

But their effect is like a hor- 
mone overdose, causing a boom in 
the algae population and other 
microscopic plants near the lake's 
surface, which cuts the water’s 
transparency and -chokes off the 
ability of water plants to pho- 
tosynthesis and produce oxygen. 

Heavy metals and other lethal 
pollutants that would normally be 
locked in’ sediments are now in 
danger of being released. 

The IUCN warns: "Leman has 
noL yet reached this dangerous 
turning point, but there is a strong 
likelihood that it will unless timely . 
counter-measures are taken” 

Over the past 30 years, pho- 
sphates in the lake have increased 
by an estimated 700 per cent and 
Leman' is now absorbing between 
1.2UU and 1,500 tonnes of pho- 
sphorus a year, the JUCN says. 

Streams flowing into Leman 
and the Rhone River which flows, 
through it take 12 years to com- 
pletely renew the lake's waters. Its 


oxygen supply is regenerated 
every seven to eight years. 

But mild winters and phosphate 
pollution have left it so short- 
winded there are already pockets 
’ of completely de-oxygenated 
water on some parts of the lak- 
ebed, where fish cannot survive. 

The maximum safe dose of pho- 
sphorous is estimated at around 
500 tonnes, the most that con- 
servation organisations want to be 
pumped into the lake for the next 
three years to allow its chemical 
balance- to be restored. 

In addition, the IUCN has war- 
ned about the presence in the lake 
of a cumber of poisonous wastes 
— pesticides, heavy metals and 
the industrial chemical PCB (pol- 
ychJorobtphenyl). which causes 
skin diseases, suppresses imm- 
unity to infections and encourages 
male infertility. 

The Swiss authorities are taking 
the problems seriously. They have 
banned PCB manufacture on 
Swiss soil and equipped 72 out of 


the 121 purification plants around 
the lake with dephosphating fac- 
ilities. 

Among measures proposed by 
conservationists to help cut the 
phosphorous intake are the ban-' 
ning of phosphates in washing 
powders and liquid detergents. At 
present, phosphate-free washing 
powders represent only five per- 
cent of the Swiss market. 

Other proposals include a pro- 
gramme to control run-off of fer- 
tilisers from farmland and to equip * 
all water treatment plants by tile 
lake with dephosphating facilities. 

The IUCN says Switzerland’s 
decentralised political system 
makes it difficult to achieve con- 
certed action, while on the French 
side, slow- moving, highly cen- 
tralised ministries create their own 
problems. 

“French conservation lobbies 
face an uphill battle.” it says, “but 
it is vital they succeed if efforts in' 
Switzerland are not to be stymied 
by slower action from France” ; 
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German celebrating the Rhenish carnival time (GJF. photo) 


Japanese kimono retreating before Westernisation \Bring on the dancing girls 


i 


By Mari Noda 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Kimono and zori foo- 
twear were again outnumbered by 
jeans and sneakers this new year’s 
day as millions of Japanese flo- 
cked to Shinto shrines and Bud- 
dhist temples for Japan's most 
traditional holiiTay . 

Until about. 60 years ago, 1 the 
elegant kimono was the everyday 
wear of Japanese women and is 
still the common dress of some 
elderly women. But for most 
women, the kimono is worn at 
only the more formal occasions — 


new year, weddings and gra- 
duations — and even then. be 
prohibitively expensive. 

"It is sad to see fewer people 
wear kimono," Shinichi Kojima, 
general manager of the All Japan 
Kimono Promoting Association, 
said In an interview. - v • • 

Mr. Kojima acknowledged that 1 
Japan's Westernised lifestyle has 
made the confining lrimono imp- 
ractical, but cost is another imp- 
ortant factor in the kimono’s ret- 
reat. 

“ As soon as kimono sale started 
to decline about 10 years ago, the 


industry sought the easiest way to 
keep the business lucrative.” said 
Tatsuo Yoneyama, a costume his- 
tory specialist at Tokyo Bunka 
Junior College. 

“ They added special features on 
. the. products taiaisc.the retail pri- 
.cesj .;and .k^eoou-becam&va- 
i psoii dorert atojetitf.-with excessive^, 
decorations.” h ; r 

I • , 

The industry now concentrates 
on silk kimono sales, at the exp- 
ense of wool and cotton wear once 
popular for everyday use, Mr. 
Yoneyama said in an interview. 

Kimono makers have had some 


success. Despite fewer women 
buying kimono, the luxury lines 
have kept sales at 1.8 trillion yen 
(57 billion} annuall y, unchanged 
over the past three years. 

The average kimono costs 
120,000 yen ($515) Mr. Kojima 
^sauL-An 11 -piece set, including a 
siH^ kimono, .underwear, an. obi 
.sash, zori (elevated thongs) and 
other necessary articles could eas- 
ily for one minion yen ($4,290). 

Yet the kimono has managed to 
survive, fylen, who exchanged 
their kimono for business suits 
more than a century ago, still 
enjoy slipping into a kimono, or 


cotton "yukata” in the summer, 
when they return from the office. 

According to Mrs. Shizu Nag- 
anuma, president of the Nag- 
anuma Kimono School young 
womfen, some with no kimono of 
their own, are interested in the 
proper way to wear a kimono and 
. the traditional guston^ jmd man- 

occasions. That ineludea^ie right 
way to bow or stt on a floor cus- 
hion. 

She said about 1,000 women 
take kimono-wearing lessons 
every year, many in the “bridal 
zone” of 22 and 23 years old. 


By Lotfaar Wasem 

i 

COLOGNE (DaD) — The dan- 
cing girls, known in German as 
Tanzmariechen, are a delightful 
and eye-catching feature, of the 
Rhenish carnival season in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. If s 
not; just cheesecake* and good 
looks, not just dancing aiJFascbmg 
events,- ceremonies -and pro-' 
cessions. 

They have to find then* way aro- 
und the traditional and com- 
plicated rules and customs of lar- 
gely male-dominated carnival 
corps. In Fasching strongholds 
such as Cologne, Dusseldorf or 


Mainz: the Tanzmariechen has 
important social commitments: 
public relations work for her car- 
nival corps. 

She must be charming; in pro- 
cessions, on stage, regardless whe- 
ther die is in agoodmpod or bad. 
For days and weeks on end, esc- 
orted by a male corps officer, she 
both show* a dem- 

onstrates more thaor-her fair 
■hare. ,• of acrobatic prowess. 
Strength and fitness are essential. 

It can take months to learn the 
carnival routine under the sup- 
ervision of a ballet instructor so as 
to be faultless but not boring. Is it 
all worth while? She can be sure of 


the applause of the carnival bre- 
thren, of popularity and of being 
someone in the Fasching hie- 
rarchy. 

Carmiva] used to be men-only 
certainly in Cologne. Even the 
"dancing girls’’ were men. Then, 
in 1840, women sturck back, sta- 
rting a carnival season of their own 
from which men were baimed, Not 
until IftRO was a carnival corps 
foundedihat admitted both sexes. 
Women have only been permitted 
as dancing girls since 1936. but 
men seem happy with the new arr- 
angement! 

— German Features. 
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RESTAURANTS 


MISC. 


Panoramic 



Dally at 

AL MADAFA 

— Luncheon Buffet 
— Tea Time, from 4-6 p.m. 


for Rea. Call 6600M/15 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditkined 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Qpen daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 





lefruiriO t®L evnuoexB 
bna 

rtlttfH eonaludmX i\A 
oqcraia tons teal etobiU 
anobavttta bna sttstob ao^ 
im K} saw asmo ,*oqi« *t imo 
OLMNewaoersarr 


Aqaba, a holiday resort 
paradise on the Red Sea. 

Stay with us and enjoy our 
traditional warmth and 
hospitality combined with 
. excellent service. 

I Try out our superb 
RESTAURANT or join in 
on one of our nightly 
POOLSIDE BARBECUE’S. 
The perfect holiday at the 
AQABA TOURIST 
HOUSE HOTEL. 

For reservations call us any- 
time on (032) 5165. 



AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba - 


.jfodfawwv 

- fin* 

The place for C& 

the Gourmet / 


Delicious Cuisinelnj 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzas* 5 
Excellent Service 

Tel: 842171^ 




MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 


Aqaba 


Room ratoa: 


Single 

JD fL- 

Double 

JD 11.- 

Trlpta 

JD 14,- 

FamBy apmtmBirt 

JD 20.* 

Continental breakfast inc- 

ludad 


Special rates tor monthly res- 

wonts and groups. 

Please cal tel: 43N ■ 

-4341- 

Aqaba 

Telex: >2776 



Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday • Inn Hotel 


*$CMNESe 4- 

Bntwrant m 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Tiy our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open doily 
12:00-3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

Td. 41093 . 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 59B 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

MOVE HOKUM 


The first and best Chinese 
■ restaurant 
in'Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1 JO - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


SCANDIN/VIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Diningrooms 

☆ Bedroom sets- 

☆ W&ll units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children j £/; 
^Modern [Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 
"☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free rf .applicable 

To*. 663880 . CtvU defence street 



. The' youtnfui 
style with an 
eye to the tuXvie 
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rd Jordan National 
[.ally set for Friday 


Argentina quits Olympic 
soccer qualifying rounds 


By Anne Connsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Hectic preparations were under way 
Wednesday at the Royal Automobile Club (RAC) for 
the third Jordan National Rally scheduled to take 
place on Friday and participating teams and their 
cars were thoroughly scrutinised. 


The rally will be one-day event 
covering a distance of app- 
roximately 200 kilometres of 
which 22kra are known as ‘spe- 
cial stages'. There are 14 stages, 
the shortest being only 1 .5km and 
the longest stage fikra. Seven of 
the ‘special stages' will Lake place 
on Friday morning and seven in 
(he afternoon after a rest period 
for the drivers at the RAC during 
which time the cars will be imp- 
ounded. 

The rally has been organised by 
the RAC with sponsorship by the 
Petra Bank. Mr. Derek Ledger, 
general manager of the RAC in 
'Amman, told the Jordan Times 
that this rally has been specifically 
organised for amateur drivers ent- 
ering a rally for the first time, alt- 
hough half of the competitors do 
already have some rallying exp- 
erience. Mr. Ledger said that ano- 
ther of the purposes of this rally 
was to use h as a trial for the Jor- 
dan International Rally which will 
be held on July 26 and 27 this 
year, and that many new systems 
were being tested in this event as a 
rehearsal. Some of the new tec- 
hniques being used include radio 


communications throughout the 
event, field telephones and adv- 
anced timing system, he said, in 
addition to the usual medical ser-. 
vices, ambulances and civil def- 
ence at every ‘special stage' loc- 
ation. 

“ Rallying is not a difficult sport 
and we hope that this rally will 
attract and encourage the beg- 
inner by giving him some exp- 
erience of timing and competitive 
stages." said Mr. Ledger. There 
are about 40 competitors who 
have registered for this rally com- 
pared to approximately 25 starters 
in the previous two national rallies 
and Mr. Ledger said that this was 
an encouraging sign and would 
hopefully lead to more Jordanians 
competing in International rallies. 
“Unfortunately, due to the large 
customs duties to be paid on cars, 
there are not many rallying cars 
available in Jordan, but there are 
some good drivers in the country," 
he said. 

Although most of the com- 
petitors in the rally are Jordanian. 
Mr. Ledger said that a few for- 
eigners had also entered, inc- 
luding Mr. Haile Aguilar — the 


‘General Manager of the Amman 
Marriott Hotel, David Jepson who 
has competed in several RAC 
events and Mr. Tony Walker who 
started rallying in Jordan. His 
Highness Prince Abdullah will 
also be competing in the rally for 
the first time. 

The safety standards for the 
rally are in compliance with the 
International Federation of Aut- 
omobile Sports (FISA) reg- 
ulations, and requirements such as 
an internal roll cage, rei- 
nforcements to the vehicle, str- 
engthened seat belts, fire ext- 
inguishers weighing at least 4 kg, 
approved crash helmets, the sec- 
uring of contents within the veh- 
icle. the canying of first — aid 
kits and warning triangles are all 
being followed. Mr. Ledger said 
that even if any rally car is inv- 
olved in an accident, it is unlikely 
that anyone would gel hurt. 

The rally will end at the RAC on 
Friday at approximately 6.nu p.m. 
when the cars will be scrutinised 
again before the presentation of 
the trophies and announcement of 
results. 

Mr. Ledger said that there will 
not be an overall winner of the 
rally as there are two categories, 
one for first-time participants and 
another for experienced drivers in 
order to give newcomers to the 
sport some encouragement. Two 
other national rallies are being 
planned, one in mid-May and ihe 
other in September or October in 
addition to the International rally 
to be staged in July. 


BUENOS AJRES (Rl - Arg- 
entina's Football Association 
(AFAl decided Tuesday night to 
pull out of the South American 
Olympic qualifying tournament 
due to start next week. 


The AFA said the decision was 
because of late changes in the 
rules by the South American Foo- 
tball Confederation (CBF) all- 
owing players who had played in 
last year’s America Cup to take 
pan in the seven-nation tou- 
rnament. 

The association said it was una- 


ble to make the necessary changes 
at such short notice. 

The tournament, due to start in 
Ecuador on February R. will send 
two teams to go to the Los Ang- 
eles Olympic Games in July. Arg- 
entina was drawn to play Ven- 
ezuela. Paraguay and Chile in one 
group with Brazil. Colombia and 
Ecuador in the other. 

International Football Fed- 
eration (FIFA) rules covering 
amateur and professional players 
bars from the Olympics only foo- 
tballers who have appeared for 
their country in the World Cup. 


FIFA to hold 
1st World Cup 
meeting 


Ghost soccer team expelled from 
local Hungarian league 


BUDAPEST iR) — Hungary’s 
most consistent soccer team have 
been expelled from a local league, 
because they never existed. 

The official Communist Party 
daily Nepszabadsag said Wed- 
nesday the youth team of the Nak 
village club in southern Hungary 
had lost all their matches this sea- 
son by a 3-0 margin. 

But Lhen the Central Football 
Association discovered the uns- 
uccessful Nak youth side had 
□ever existed. 

Nepszabadsag said the ghost 
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If you deal with arts and handicrafts or with items for ideal living or with 
paper, office supplies and stationery or with kitchen and housewares 
or with domestic lighting or with personal accessories or with cosmetics, 
toilet articles and hairdresser's requisites or with articles for setting a 
table, yi»u win have to come to Frankfurt between 


From 25.2. to 29. 2.1984. the 


25 2. and 29 . 2.1934. 
Frankfurt International Fair 


take place in Frankfurt. The largest trade fair for consumer goods in the world. 


With more than 4,000 exhibitors from over 60 countries. 


Fair and travel information, admission tickets: 

I. TILLAWI & SONS CO. LTD. 


Messe 

Frankfurt 


Amman, P.O. Box 593 
Tel: 221 80/221 89, Telex 21010 BOOTHJO 
Attn. I. Tillawi & Sons. 


OCCASION 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


West German company offers following used equ- 
ipment (sale ex Aqaba Free Zone): 


Consists of three bedrooms (one master), salon, sitting and 
dining rooms, all wall-to-wall carpeted and with wall-paper 
fitted. Telephone and all electrical appliances available. 


1. 25 SEMITRAILER TRUCKS 

Make: MAN/W.Germany 
Model: 1980/1981 
Type: 32.240 dhs 


Location: Shmeisani, overlooking the Birds' Garden. 

Contact tel: 663701, Mr. Ghaasan, from 3-5 p.m. 


WITH SEMITRAILER DUMPERS (20CBM) 
Make: Koegel/W. Germany 
Model: 1980/1981 
Type: SKM 26-48 sm 


2.6 SEMITRAILER TRUCKS 

Make: Daimler Benz/W.Germany 

Model: 1980 

Type: 2626 S/32/6 x 4 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR 
RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, guests room, dining room, two 
verandas and other utilities with central heating and telephone. 
Location: Jabal Amman Second Circle, road downhill from the Leb- 
anese Embassy, second street to the right. 


Call tel: 24556 Amman 


Nohce; Please do not enquire about the rent before visiting the 
premises. 


WITH SEMITRAILER DUMPERS (20 CBM) 
Make: Koegel/W. Germany 
Model: 1980 
Type: SKM 26*48 sm 


3.1 SEMITRAILER TRUCK 


Make: Daimler Benz/W.Germany 

Model: 1982 

Type: 2628 S/32/6 x 4 


Jinn: 


JORDAN PETRA BANK 



NATIONAL RALLY FRIDAY 3rd 
FEBRUARY 1984 


WITH BITUMEN TANK SEMITRAILER 
Make: Stadler/W. Germany 
Model: 1970 
Type: TS 27 


4. 1 STEEL VIBRATING ROLLER 

Make: Hamm/W.Ge’rmany 
Model: 1982 
Type: DV 8.21 


5. 1 SHEEPSFOOT ROLLER 


Make: Dynapac/Sweden 
Model: 1980 
Type: CA 25 PD 


CONDITION: All items are inspected, overhauled and 
repaired according to West German sta- 
ndard. 


PLEASE CONTACT: 


Mr. Guenter Guelicher 


C/0 Hotel intercontinental, Amman 
Phone: 41361 
Telex: 21207 

On: February 2.3,4,5 1984 
From: 08.00 - 13.00 h 
16.00 - 20.00 h 


The route outline and time schedules for the 

Petra Bank Jordan National Rally on Friday the 3rd 

February are as follows. Times are for the first com- 
petitor, the others follow at three minute intervals:- 

1. The start at the Royal Automobile Club Driver 
Training Centre, 8th Circle. 09:15 hours and 13:45 
hours. 

2. Zai road, 6 kilometres after the Zai roundabout on 
the Arda road. 09:30 hours and 14:05 hours. 

3. Zai Al Gharbi near the Sam Yang construction 
site. 09:40 and 14:1 # 0 hours. 

4. Um Jauza village road. 09:50 hours and 14:20 
hours. 

5. Nabi Shueib road, 300 metres west of Wadi Shueib 
bridge. 10:20 hours and 14:00 hours. 

6. Mahis village entrance on the road from Wadi 
Shueib bridge. 12:00 hours and 15:00 hours. 

7. Dirt track which runs parallel to the Queen Alia 
airport highway after the Naur interchange, on 
the right about 200 mts from the main road and 
about ,1% kms south of the interchange. 10:55 
hours and 15:30 hours. 

8. Bisharat farm on the right, about 5 kms after the 
Naur interchange on the Queen Alia Airport hig- 
hway. 1 1 :1 5 hours and 1 5:45 hours. 

9. Dirt track on the east of the Queen Alia Airport 
highway about 3Vfe kms south of the Naur int- 
erchange 11:25 hours and 15:55 hours. 

10. Royal Automobile Club Driver Training Centre. 
Finish of the first part. 11:35 hours and finish of 
the second part 16:05 hours. 



team had been formed to confirm 
to a rule whereby senior club 
teams can only take part in com- 
petitions if they also have a youth 
team. 

A Nak youth side were acc- 
ordingly entered in the local lea- 
gue and opponents were regularly 
awarded a 3-0 win by local off- 
icials when the Nak team did not 
turn up. 

The football association moved 
swiftly once they learned about 
the hoax — they expelled the Nak 
youth team from the league. 


KllTi 

5551™ 




HHMBU 


- — SPANISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

Spanish Classes 

The next course starts on Monday Feb. 6. Registration from 
Jan. 28, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. 


Spanish Cultural Centre, Queen Zaln SL, Jabal Amman 
(First Circle), close to the Spanish Embassy. 

Phone: 24049. 


ilu At the request of the public, the management ' 
%% of the 

& CONCORDE CINEMA 

m Shmeisani, opposite the Min- 
gSj istry of Industry, Trade and ToiH 
S^rism, tel: 44280 and 44092 
is pleased to announce an add- 
Ijfri itional show on Thursday and 
gg Saturday every week 


at 10:15 p.m. 


S in addition to its daily performances at ! 

3:00-6:00-8:15 p.m. : 




rift and on Thursdays and Saturdays every 1 
SSf week. 


The shows now start at: 3:00- 
6:00-8:15-10:15 p.m. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
PREQUALIFICATIONS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
OF A FEED MILL PROJECT 


The government of Jordan/ Ministry of Supply intends 
to realise a Feed Mill Project in Amman: 

The Project consists mainly of a Feed Mill Plant, Raw 
materials storage silos, packing and dispatch plants 
and warehouses. 

The capacity of the Feed Mill will be 40 ton^hour. 

The prime contractor is deemed to be a major 
manufacturer/supplier, of feed mill plants and in ass- 
ociation with a general civil contractor. 

Interested contractors are invited to collect the pre- 
qualification forms from the Ministry of Supply — the 
Projects Dept., not later than March 1st 1984 against a 
non-refundable fee of JD 50 per set. 


Last date for collecting forms will be 1/3/1984. 


Submission of the prequalification forms shall not 
be later than 12.00 o’clock noon on March 20, 1984 at 
the Ministry of Public Works as per the conditions set 
out In the invitation. 




m 


ZURICH (R) - The Int- 
ernational Football Federation 
(FIFA) sub-committee formed to 
find the host country for the 1990 
World Soccer Cup will hold its 
first meeting this month, a FIFA 
official said Wednesday. 

General Secretary Joseph Bla- 
tter told Reuters the first meeting 
would be held from February 
13-15. 

"The meeting will be primarily 
to study the written responses 
from the four countries still int- j 
eresied in staging the 1990 World ! 
Cup," Blatter said. 

England, Greece, Italy and the 
Soviet Union are the four cou- 
ntries still in the running from die 
eight who orginally expressed int- 
erest. 
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LOST PASSPORT 

I am M.D. Muhibur Rahman. I have lost my passport- 
No. 936219 Bangladeshi. If any person finds it, ple- 
ase send it to P.O. Box No. 87, Al Muqabalain 
Amman, Jordan. 


Thanks 


Deluxe furnished, independent ground floiw 
flat for rent 


Consisting of two bedrooms, three lounges, two bathrooms. A 
kitchen, veranda and garden with central heating and a tel- 
ephone. 


For further information please contact tel: 661064 


FOR RENT 


De luxe apartment. First floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, sitting room, study with telephone. 3 
balconies. Central and solar heating, garage with remote 
controlled doors, located near AttaAJi Stores after 8th Circle. 


Please call tel: 24497 between 9 a.m. & 3 p.m. orteL 815497 
after 4 p.m. 



the grand opening OF ..y 




?y. 


















Economy 

World gold production 
will rise, institute says 

>IEW YORK CAP i — World gold production will rise to46.2HU»UU 
ounces ( I J billion grammes} this year — 3.8 per cent higher than the 
1W83 total — according to an estimate by the Gold Institute, an 
international research organisation. 

In a five-year survey of 57 gold-producing countries, the 
Washington-based institute predicts that world output of newly- 
iflined gold will rise from 42.vyy.tinn ounces (1 .2 billion grammes) 
in 19^2 to 4y.3itf.ooo ounces 11.39 billion grammes) in 1986. 

The figures are based on data provided by major mining com- 
panies and government mining departments in the producing cou- 
ntries. 

“These are not figures picked out of a hat." the institute's man- 
aging director. Mr. Richard L. Davies, said in a telephone interview. 
"They are based on actual mining company projections and gov- 
ernment data. The two major exceptions are the Soviet Union and 
China, which provided no data. Figures for these countries were 
estimated by Western mining company officials who have- close con- 
lacis with the Soviets and Chinese." 

The Soviet Union is the world’s second- largest gold producer after 
South Africa, and China is currently fifth after Canada and the 
United States. 

The institute’s report foresees South Africa's share of world’s gold 
output declining from 49.8 percent in iyX2 to 45 .6 per cent in Iytf6. 
and the Soviet Onion's share dropping from 22.1 percent to IV. 5 per 
cent in the same period. 

The institute predicts that a group composed of Canada, the Uni- 
ted Slates. China and Brazil will move up from a 14.2 per cent share 
in 1 9*2 to 2o.7 percent in 1986. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON ( Ri — Share prices closed mixed amid quiet selective 
trading in a market lacking fresh incentive, dealers said. At 1500 
hrs the F.T. index was up 0.2 at 831.6. 

Discount houses were lower after Gerrard and National said 
bid talks with an unnamed company ended without agreement on 
terms. Gerrard was down 30p at 307 after 297 and Union Dis- 
count fell 2op to 71 S in sympathy. 

Government bonds were around Vs point firmer on thin buying 
interest while gold shares extended early gains to as much as four 
dlrs on the strength of the bullion price. North American shares 
were mixed. 

Property shares moved above the lows after initially being 
marked easier on press comment suggesting property values may 
be too high. .V1EPC was down Sp at 267 after 263. 

Banks showed falls of around 2p while in firm insurances. 
Phoenix was IVp higher at 445 after 450 on bid hopes- in mixed 
oils. Britoil was 2p Firmer at 230 after the U.S. acquisition. 

Reel holdings closed 6p higher at 1 Rtf in reaction to news that 
Associated Communications Corp had increased its holding in the 
company to v.otf pci. ICI fell 2p to 620 but BOC rose 6p to 305 
and BlCC gained 5p at 283. Sweden's Electrolux added 50p to 
24 ’ j stg after higher 19*3 profit and dividend. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





Love makes the world go 'round . . - but Stanley keeps 
dragging his feet!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




Now arrange the dreted letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: LEAFY DELVE BEACON SLOUCH 

Answer: With that mug, he‘d better J hope he’s 

accepted at more than this— FACE VALUE 




Reagan proposes budget 
with $180.4 billion deficit 


JORDAN TIMES. THURSDAY-FRIDAY FEBRUARY 2-3, 1?** 

China encourages 
foreign investments 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Reagan 
Wednesday sent Congress an election-year budget 
that proposes no new taxes but calls for higher mil- 
itary spending and carries a deficit of $ 180.4 billion, 
the third largest in U.S. history. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (Ri — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 1 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at m idday on 1 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 1 

One sterling' 

!;4n6fF7»* '• ' 

U.S. dollars* ' * 

One U.S. dollar 

1. 2479*2 

Canadian dollars 


2.8nl5 / 25 

West German marks 


3.1 S57'h7 

Dutch guilders 


2.2420 3o 

Swiss francs I 


57.25 2u 

Belgian francs 


s.575d so 

French francs 


17dtf.25 17du.25 

Italian lire 


234.58-68 

Japanese yen 


S. 1 63' » !68d 

Swedish crowns 


7.8575 '8625 

Norwegian crowns 


10.1 tidd’ 1650 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 377 . 70 ' 37 >t. 2 o 

U.S. dollars - 


Tbe budget proposes total gov- 
ernment spending of 592525 bil- 
lion in the I 985 financial year beg- 
inning on Oct. 1. including 5264.4 
billion for defence. 

The military expenditure rep- 
resents a 9.5 per cent increase 
over the current year, while total 
spending is up 8.4 per cent over 
this year's estimate of S 853.8 bil- 
lion. 

The only major new initiative in 
the 1 yS5 budget is a proposal out- 
lined by Mr. Reagan in his State of 
the Union address last week for 
initial spending of about 58 billion 
towards a permanently manned 
U.S. space station. 

Mr. Reagan, who campaigned 
in 19X0 on a pledge to balance the 
budget and is now seeking a sec- 
ond four-year term, has tried to 
defuse the issue of huge deficits by 
calling on opposition Democrats 
to join him a bipartisan approach 
to the problem. 

But Democratic leaders have 
been wary of becoming involved. 

The deficit for the current 1984 
financial year is projected at 
5183.7 billion after last year's rec- 
ord 5195.4 billion. 

in his budget message Mr. Rea- 
gan painted a glowing picture of 
sustained economic recovery in 
the United Stales, clouded only by 
the bid deficits. 

“Before us stands the prospect 
of an extended era of peace, pro- 
sperity. growth and a rising sta- 
ndard of living for all Americans." 
the president said. 

"Only the threat of indefinitely' 
prolonged high budget deficits 
threatens the continuation of sus- 
tained non-inflation ary growth 
and prosperity." he added. 

“It raises the spectre of sharply 
higher interest rates, chock ed-off 
investment, renewed recession 
and rising unemployment." Mr. 
Re agan -said r- cal I rag- again for*a • 
bipartisan effort to: reduce gov- 
ernment spending and streamline 
the U.S. tax system. 

His critics charge that the main 
reasons for the huge deficits are 
the five-year. 8 1 .600 billion mil- 
itary build-up which Mr. Reagan 
began when he came to office 
three years ago. coupled with his 
three-year. 25 per cent tax cut 
plan. 

Democrats and even some 
members of Mr. Reagan's own 
Republican Party have called for 
tax increases to help offset the 
heavy cost of the president's pro- 
gramme to “rearm America.” but 
he has steadfastly resisted this. 

In his budget statement. Mr. 
Reagan declared again: “To those 
who say we must raise taxes. I say 
wait.” 

He argued that tax increases 


“pile unfair burdens on the peo- 
ple. hurt capital formation, and 

destroy incentives for growth." 
while tax cuts help sustain rec- 
overy, leading to faster growth 
and more jobs. 

Despite Mr. Reagan's repeated 
calls for deficit reduction through 
spending cuts, his 1985 budget 
proposals contain only S4.6 billion 
in net cuts from non-defence pro- 
grammes. 

At the same time, the military 
budget contains funding for Rea- 
gan’s “star wars" plan for anti- 
satellite missiles and for bolstering 
anti-guerrilla special forces and 
protecting Middle East oil Helds. 

There is also provision for more 
ships, aircraft and battle tanks, 
and for a forces’ pay rise app- 
roved but not funded in the cur- 
rent year. 

Israel, Egypt top 
foreign aid list 

President Reagan proposed 
spending 515.2 billion in U.S. for- 
eign aid next year, including 86 
billion for Israel. Egypt and Cen- 
tral America. 

The aid request includes 84.6 
billion for the Middle East. 82 bil- 
lion for Europe. 51.9 trillion for 
Asia. 81.6 billion for Africa. 81 
billion for South America and 
81.3 billion for Central America. 

Mr. Reagan will ask Congress 
later this week for an additional 51 
billion, including .5659 million for 
Central America. U.S. officials 
said. 

They said that amount and 
about 8 ] .3 billion next year would 
begin the 88.4 biUion.six-year aid 
programme for Central America 
recommended by former sec- 
retary of stale Mr. Henry Kis- 
singer's special commission. 

The SI 5.2 billion in U.S. aid 
is for 140 countries. 

The biggest recipients would be 
Israel, getting 52.3 billion and 
Egypt. S2.2 billion, as part of the 
U.S. effort to win stability and 
peace negotiations in the Middle 
East. 

Aid to Israel, Egypt 
will be a gift, not loan 

For the first rime, nearly all' the 
aid to Israel and Egypt would be a 
gift, not a loan. 

Undersecretary of slate Mr. 
William Schneider told reporters 
that was to ease the countries' 
debt burdens to the L’nitcd Slates. 

He said S539 million in U.S. 
military credit sales to 16 other 
countries also would be made at 
low interest rates because of their 
international debt burdens. 


Mr. Schneider said Mr. Reagan 
might revise the 81.3 billion all- 
. ocation later this week when he 
announces specific aid requests 
for El Salvador. Guatemala. Hon- 
duras. Costa Rica. Panama and 

Belize. 

The military aid request for 
Guatemala would be the first since 
lu77. when Congress cut off arms 
funds because of that country's 
human rights record. 

Mr. Schneider said officials 
were still working out details to 
meet the Kissinger commission 
proposals issued three weeks ago. 

Mr. Reagan's bued get generally 
held the line on’ domestic social 
programmes. 

But in an apparent response to 
critics who have accused him of 
neglecting the environment, he 
proposed a 1 *H> per cent increase 
in spending authorisation for res- 
earch into the problem of acid rain 
pollution, to a total of 855 million 
in 1985. 

Mr. Reagan told a Chicago con- 
vention Tuesday he believed the 
U.S. economy was strong and 
Americans were wealthier. He cri- 
ticised the opposition Democratic 
Party “for giving us economic sta- 
gnation and double digit inf- 
lation." 

The sources said the deficit was 
forecast to decline to 8177.1 bil- 
lion in 1 986. rise to 8 1 sn.5 billion 
in 1987 and then fall dramatically 
to 8J23.4 billion by 1989. 

President Reagan urged Con- 
gress to approve 5264.4 billion in 
defence spending for next year, 
pressing a drive to rebuid U.S. mil- 
itary forces to meet what he has 
called a persistent Soviet threat. 

The figure is up by 9.3 per cent 
over the 5242 million approved by 
Congress for this year. 

Mr. Reagan asked for a total 
8305 billion for Pentagon spe- 
nding. But 54ti.6 billion of this 
would be spread over several 
years after 1985. 

Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger. justifying Mr. Reagan's 
spending request before the Sen- 
ate armed services committee, 
said: "We cannot make up for a 
decade of neglect in only three 
years of higher defence budgets.”- 

Mr. Reagan also submitted a 
82.4 billion supplemental budget 
request for 1 984 to finance a mil- 
•itary pay rise Congress approved 
last year but did not fund. 875.5 
million to pay for the U.S.-led inv- 
asion of Grenada and 863 million 
for more aid to Lebanon. 

Mr. Weinberger said the 1985 
budget included funds to make up 
for the fact that Congress last year 
trimmed Mr. Reagan's budget 
authority from 5273.4 to S25S bil- 
lion. He said any more cuts would 
delay the rime when arms inc- 
reases can be slowed. 

He told the committee the Pen- 
tagon's new five-year plan, which 
would cany through a second 
Reagan term in office, calls for 
spending authority of 81.9110 bil- 
lion. but the rate of increase in 


spending would begin to slow next 
year. 

The increase in projected at S.4 
per cent in the 1 986 financial year, 
declining to 3.3 percent in 1989. 

On other items. Mr. Reagan 
sought 81.7 billion for "star wars'' 
defence in 1985. of which 5250 
million is new money . The rest will 
come from other space defence 
programmes. 

Mr. Weinberger said funds were 
also earmarked for the Dep- 
artment of Energy to carry out 
research into a programme which 
envisages laser beams io destroy 
enemy missiles. 

Mr. Reagan's proposed str- 
ategic nuclear programme inc- 
ludes 88.2 billion to produce 34. 
B-l bombers. 82 billion for ano- 
ther Trident missile submarine. 85 
billion for 4ti 10-warhead MX 
missiles and 8465 million to dev- 
elop a mobile single-warhead 
“midget man" missile. 

The budget would increase air 
force spending by 1 8 per cent to 
8104 billion. 

it calls for 4tf F-15 fighters. 15** 
F-16 fighters and Hi C-5B cargo 
planes, plus 81 3o million for dev- 
elopment of a new C-17 cargo 
plane by McDonnell Douglas. 

The navy budget would rise by 
1 5 percent to 896.7 billion. It inc- 
ludes 84 F-Itf fighters. 24 F-14 
fighters. 32 Harrier short-take off 
fighters, three cruisers, a des- 
troyer. four attack submarines, 
development of new Trident sub- 
marine missiles. 

Army spending, which would 
rise by lt» percent to 872 billion, 
includes 72o M-I battle tanks. 
71 ii Bradley armoured fighting 
vehicles. 144 AH-64 attack hel- 
icopters. and 585 patriot air def- 
ence missiles. 

Mr. Reagan also asked for 
money for chemical warfare. But 
for the first time in three years he 
did not ask for funds to build nerve 
gas shells. 

Congress in the past two years 
has rejected Mr. Reagan requests 
for production of nerve gas. which 
he said was needed to deter Soviet 
use of nerve gas weapons m its' 
stockpile. 

Funds are sought this year only 
to build production facilities and 
to buy shell casings. 

Trade deficit will worsen 

The U.S. trade deficit with the 
rest of the world, a record 869.4 
billion Iasi year, will exceed 5! 00 
billion in 1984 and get worse in 
1985. trade representative Mr. 
Bill Brock predicted Tuesday. 

He described the trade imb- 
alance as “the weak link in our 
economic recovery." but tem- 
pered his bleak forecast by saying 
that he expects the trade picture to 
improve after 198 5. 

Mr. Brock blamed high U.S. 
budget deficits for driving up the 
value of the dollar and in turn the 
prices of U.S. products. 


Peanuts 



PEKING (AP| — China said Tuesday it has exempted Chinese- 
foreign joint ventures from paying raxes on a range of imported items 
in an effort to secure badly needed equipment for its modernisation 
drive. ■ 

The new rules, effective Wednesday, apparently are also in res- 
ponse to foreigners reluctant to invest in China because they consider 
the taxes loo high. 

It was the latest move by the communist government to reassure 
foreigners that it welcomes their investment and does not object to 
them making profit here, as long as thev follow ihe principles of 
"equality and mutual benefit." 

The official news agency Xinhua said under the new rules, most 
joint ventures that buy advanced equipment not available in China 
will be exempt from paying import tax and the “ industrial and 
commercial consolidated tax." a type of business tax. 

Xinhua said the rules apply to joint \entures in energy dev- 
elopment. railway, road and harbour .construction, industry, agr- 
iculture. forestry, livestock, fisheries, research, education and health 
care. 

Joint ventures constructing tourist hotels will not have to pay taxes 
on imported building materials, interior electrical appliances and 
other equipment, the new rules state. 

Xinhua said the government relaxed the rules "to encourage for- 
eign firms to invest in projects badly needed in China and to import 
advanced technology and equipment for such projects." 

Still subject to tax are goods imported by joint ventures not for the 
purpose of production, such as food. “daily necessities.” and cleaning 
equipment. Xinhua said. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. FEB. 2, 1984 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A strange day and one 
(hat ricochets between moments when you are able to 
see how hesL to achieve good results in an unusual and 
progressive manner. Keep alert. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Different Lypes of in- 
terests and friends can bring you the greatest progress 
at this time. Gad about more socially. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact prominent per- 
sons you know who can be helpful to you and start work- 
ing on new projects you have in mind. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Any new situations that 
arise should be studied from every angle and handled 
wiselv. Avoid tendency to argue with others. 

MOON CHILDREN iJune 22 to Jul. 21) Find a dif- 
ferent method to handle all business affairs that will get 
you better results. Cement a relationship. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Listening carefully to what 
partners have to suggest will mean working together 
more profitably. Socialize this evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Combining standard 
methods with the new at your work can bring better 
results in the future. New contacts materialize. 

LIBRA tSept. 23 to Oct. 22) You are desirous of en- 
joying new types of pleasures, but use care in making 
choices. Be more interesting to your mate. 

"SCOR PI070cT'2jr to Nov. 21)'Look to good' friends 
for the assistanceyou need in order to gain your aims 
more quickly. Make changes at home. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Contact those 
persons who can assist you to get ahead in your own 
field of endeavor. Show capabilities. 

CAPRICORN iDec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can get into 
various financial affairs now that can add much to pre- 
sent abundance. Make repairs to property. 

AQUA Rl US (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have fine talents 
which can be expressed admirably at this time and you 
gel ahead faster. AiLend social affairs. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't confide your secret 
affairs to others now and work quietly to gain your aims. . 
Take care vou do not lose your temper. 

IF YOUR CHILI) IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be able to combine t he old with the new to come up with 
formulas that can prove workable and profitable. Send 
to the right type of schools that will be helpful in such 
lines. Early teach to accept standards. 

* * * 

“The Stars impel: they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

1984. The McN aught Syndicate. In« . 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 3, 1984 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning will be just 
great for getting into original modes of activity and 
undertakings and to develop them as quickly as possi- 
ble. The afternoon and evening brings conflict. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Early plan what you want 
to do in the way of personal activities. Take care you 
are not overly demanding- 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handle any mundane 
matters well in the morning. Later, you may find it dif- 
ficult to gain personal wishes. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) After breakfast you can 
get that new venture started. Steer clear of job problems 
and avoid an irate higher-up. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Although you 
may make a fine impression on a newcomer, be sure you 
don't neglect a good friend for a new one. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) You have personal problems 
which an unusual type person can best help you to ' 
resolve. Put aside business i natters for now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Handle that special work 
in the morning and later avoid outside arguments. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Make those arrangements 
for pleasure in the morning and then carry through with 
work ahead of you, even if boring. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You can clear up that 
home affair in an unusual way now, so get busy at it. 
Get home in far better order, also. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Informing others 
of what you want from them. This .will bring excellent 
results today. Safeguard fundamental interests. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You have a fine idea 
how to add to present income and should put it in mo- 
tion right away. Use care in driving. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Early get personal 
affairs handled intelligently. Get financial affairs in order 
and stay within your means. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Make that plan quietly 
so that you can gain more prosperity in the future, but 
don't be too demanding later. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she can 
easily learn about such things as computers, robots and 
the like and will strive for a New Era kind of profession. 
Your progeny will always do things a little differently 

from others, so don't try to change. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life .is largely up to you! 

■£» 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 
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Pretoria announces pullout H:h, °I e “ l r °T c ~ 

■■ A *■ 200.000 South Korean and Atne- .representatives of the Military number the 600.000-sirong 

fmm southern Angola 

^U£LS. O Best annual exercises in the non- armistice, as observers, but nei- wds. South Korea « barki 


CAPE TOWN <R) — South Africa has announced a 
withdrawal of its forces from southern Angola as a 
first step towards a possible long-term ceasefire on 
the border of Namibia (South West Africa). 


Prime Minister P.W. Botha told 
parliament T uesday South Africa 
was "disengaging” its forces fol- 
lowing unspecified assurances 
from a U.S. negotiating team 
which visited Cape Town at the 
.weekend. 

The U.S. official had previously 
been in contact with the Angolan 
government and with Namibian 
independence movement 
SWAPO (South West Africa Peo- 
ple's Organisation}, which has 
fought a 17-year guerrilla war 
with Pretoria. 

Officials said the U.S. team, led 
by Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Chester Crocker, 
passed on assurances from Angola 
and SWAPO that they would not 
exploit the South African military 


withdrawal. This was Pretoria’s 
condition foT the disengagement. 

According to informed sources. 
U.S. officials stressed a need for 
some kind of temporary ceasefire 
in the region as a first step in dea- 
ling with the problem of ind- 
ependence for Namibia, which 
Pretoria rules in defiance of the 
United Nations. 

In the most recent escalation of 
the war. South Africa earlier this 
month said it had concluded a 
five-week offensive into southern 
Angola aimed at SWAPO forces. 
South African military officials 
said that during the operation they 
had battled Angolan government 
and Cuban troops as well as 
SWAPO forces. 

In answering reporters' que- 


Gromyko ends Romania visit 


BUCHAREST ( R ) — Soviet For- 
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
ends a three-day visit to Romania 
Wednesday after assailing Was- 
hington over nuclear weapons and 
issuing a veiled warning to Buc- 
harest not to stray too far from 
Moscow’s nuclear policy. 

Mr. Gromyko chose Romania, 
a maverick in the Soviet Bloc since 
it apportions blame to East and 
West alike for the nuclear arms 
race, as the setting for a sharp att- 
ack on Washington, saying the 
“imperialist policy’ of the United 
States remained the chief threat to 
peace today. 

Speaking at a workers meeting 
in a Bucharest factory Tuesday. 
Mr. Gromyko accused the U.S. of 
undermining the Geneva talks on 
limiting medium-range nuclear 
missiles and of trying to achieve 
military superiority over the Sov- 
iet Union. 

While avoiding any explicit ref- 
erence to Romania's unorthodox 


NASA to launch 10th 
shuttle flight on Friday 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(API — Five astronauts were fly- 
ing here Tuesday for final training 
as the launch team prepared to 
stan the countdown for the luth 
space shuttle, set for a Friday 
morning liftoff. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
reported no problems and said test 
conductor Andy Browne was 
ready to issue the “call to stations” 
that would start the countdown 
clock ticking early Wednesday. 

The five- man crew met with 
flight directors at the astronaut 
training base in Houston Tuesday 
and were to fly to the launchsite in 
late afternoon, landing on the 
same runway where NASA hopes 
the shullte Challenger will touch 
down on Feb. 1 1 to complete the 
first true round-trip space flight — 


from Cape Canaveral to Cape 
Canaveral. 

Astronauts tried once before, 
on the seventh flight last summer, 
to land at the lS.UOU-foot (46(JU 
m) runway here, but were waved 
off at the end by bad weather. Eit- 
her of the nine previous flights 
have ended at Edwards Air Force 
Base, California, and one at White 
Sands. New Mexico. 

Commanding the eight-day 
mission is Vance Brand, a veteran 
of two earlier orbit trips. The 
other crew members, all first-time 
space travellers, are pilot Robert 
Gibson and mission specialists 
Ronald McNair, Brace McC- 
andless and Robert Stewart. 
McNair is the second black ast- 
ronaut named to a U.S. space 
flight. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


ST CHARLES GOREN 
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THE DEVIL IN BLACK 
DEAR READERS: We 
have bad many requests over 
the years Cor those hands 
that we consider to be onr 
favorites. That makes quite a 
list. For the time being, 
therefore, we are devoting 
the Sunday column to a 
series of famous hands. At 
the end of the series, we will 
go back to our weekly ques- 
tion and answer column. 

Both vulnerable, North- 
South have 60 on score. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 542 

V 1075 
0 Q832 
4QJ3 

WEST EAST 

4AQ 4983 

<T 643 V AKQ98 

0 75 0J6 

41098762 4K54 
SOUTH 
4 K i 1076 

V J2 

OAK 1094 
4 A 

The biddings 

East South West North 

IV 1 4 2 4 Pass 

Pass 2 0 Pass Pass 

2 V 3 0 Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 4 . 

This hand was played more 
than 30 years ago by the late 
Walter Wyman. For sheer 
Machiavellian guile, I know 
of none to equal it. 


This hand is from rubber 
bridge, and the North-South 
score forced East-West to be 
a trifle competitive. There 
was nothing wrong with the 
final contract. 

Wyman was on lead. He 
felt certain that he would not 
find three defensive tricks in 
his partner's band and, 
although declarer probably 
held the king of spades, he 
could see only two tricks in ' 
his own hand. So be made the 
devilish lead of the ace of 
spades, then shifted to a 
heart. 

Both declarer and East' 
thought that Wyman had led 
a singleton spade, so when 
East returned a spade, 
declarer naturally finessed. 
Wyman stunned everyone at 
the table by winning the 
queen. He lost no time in 
returning a heart. East won 
and led a third spade, and 
this time Walter ruffed to 
defeat the contract. 

Now it is true that, if West 
leads a heart. East can defeat 
the contract by winning and 
shifting to a spade. West can 
take the ace-queen and 
return a heart, then get a 
ruff to set the hand- But East 
might take two hearts, or 
shift to a club instead of a 
spade. In any event, we much 
prefer Wyman’s bit of 
larceny. We doubt that we 
would even have written up 
the other defense! 


200.000 South Korean and Ame- 
rican troops Wednesday began 
joint war games, billed as the lar- 
gest annual exercises -in the non- 
. . . a . Communist World, the combined 

sttons Tuesday. Mr. Botha was Korean- U.S. Forces Command 
vague about what form the dis- (CFCl said, 
engagement would take, but he 

implictly acknowledged that some The 10-week manoeuvres. 
South African troops had rent- dubbed Team Spirit 1984. bring 
ained in Angola after the latest together, 147.000 Koreans and 
operation and he said they would 60.000 American servicemen sta- 
be withdrawan. tinned here and flown in from the 

Radio Tanzania quoted United States and Pacific cora- 
SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma as niand areas, a CFC spokesman 
saying in the centra] Tanzanian sa ^- 

town of Dodoma that the military } Commanders are staging ope- 
stnralein Namibia was being rat- j rarions throughout South Korea 


position in the Warsaw Pact, he 
called for the “dose cementing of 
forces" in the Communist military 
grouping. 

Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescu was not present at Tue- 
sday's workers meeting and First 
Deputy Prime Minister Gheorghe 
Oprea made no criticism of either 
side in the nuclear dispute in his 
reply. 

But he spoke of increased eco- 
nomic cooperation with Moscow 
this year, saying particular att- 
ention would be paid to energy 
and raw material programmes. 

This was significant in the light 
of reports that Moscow had agr- 
eed to increased oil deliveries to 
Romania on favourable terras this 
year to help it through its energy 
crisis. 

The deal has raised speculation 
that Moscow is offering Romania 
an economic concession in the 
hope of political returns. 


ensified regardless of Western dip- 
lomatic moves. 

Botha said the Pretoria- 
appointed administrator-general 
of South West Africa was ava- 
ilable for talks with SW'APO. but 
the organisation, in a statement 
issued in London, demanded dir- 
ect discussions with the South Afr- 
ican government on any ceasefire 
plan. 

Mr. Botha said that South Afr- 
ica's position in winding down the 
war would depend on reciprocal 
behaviour from the other parties. 


Cyclone 
kills 49 in 
southern 
Africa 


MBABANE. Swaziland (APj — 
Cyclone " Domonia” gradually 
weakened Wednesday but rivers 
continued to flood and the death 
toll in Mozambique. Swaziland 
and South Africa jumped to 49. 
with many more missing. 

Flooding cut road and tel- 
ephone links in South Africa* s eas- 
tern Transvaal province. The 
South African Air Force dis- 
patched helicopters to pluck peo- 
ple from roof tops and high gro- 
und. 

Flood waters carried off hun- 
dreds of kilometres of railway 
track and toppled power pylons 
and bridges. They tore up gra- 
veyards and sent coffins floating 
downstream along with struggling 
livestock. Snakes clung to tree 
branches. Entire crops of tobacco, 
com and fruit trees were washed 
away at the height of the growing 
season. 


and offshore, but not near the sen- 
sitive demilitarised zone, the spo- 
kesman said. 

He said the command had inv- 


representatives of the Military 
A^rmistice Commission (MAC), 
which oversees the 1953 Korean 
armistice, as observers, but nei- 
ther country had responded. 

They declined similar inv- 
itations in the last two years. 

North Korea, which fought a 
war with the South from 1950- 
1953. has denounced the games as 
preparation for another war. 

CFC officials have rejected the 
charges, saying normal military 
exercises are essential to any 
armed forces and are not vio- 
lations of the armistice agreement 
as alleged by the North. 

The Team Spirit series began in 
1976. North Korea placed its 
armed- forces on semi-war alert 
during last year’s exercises. 


North Korean forces out- 
number the 600.0U0-sm>ng Sou- 
thern forces by about two to one. 
afmrHing io U.S. military off- 
icials. South Korea is barked by 
40.000 U-S. troops based here and 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet. 

The CFC officials said the war 
games series demonstrated the 
U.S. commitment to the security 
of South Korea against any North 
Korean attack. 

U.S. aircraft taking pan include 
F-16 fighters, which have been 
stationed here in recent months, 
and UH-60 Blackhawk supply 
helicopters for the fust time. 

The American forces from out- 
side Korea include 6.000 airmen. 
8,600 Marines. 15.100 sailors. 
1 4.2(H) soldiers and a naval task 
force including a Seventh Fleet 
aircraft carrier. 



4 MX missiles misfire 


Thatcher to start trip to Eastern Bloc 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
j Minister Marge ret Thatcher, in an 
i interview broadcast Wednesday 
on the eve of her fiist visit to the 
Soviet Bloc, said greater East- 
West contact would improve the 
prospects for arms reductions. 

Mrs. Thatcher leaves for Hun- 
gary Thursday for a three-day visit 
seen by British officials as a step 
towards mending East-West rel- 
ations after months of acute sup- 
erpower tension. 

In an interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), 
Mrs. Thatcher said: “I t hink vis- 
iting other countries and their 
coming to us means we und- 
erstand one another the better and 
when you have a better und- 
erstanding then I think you have a 
better chance of achieving red- 
uction in armaments as well.” 


She said East: and West had and other Hungarian leaders, 
things in which they firmly bel- Diplomats of NATO alliance 
ieved and which they were del- countriesbelieve the visit, the first 
ermined t^defend. “But I think to Hungary by a British Prime 
that many of us feel now that we Minister, would provide an opp- 


woold very much like to defend 
our own way of life and keep ou 


ortunity for Mrs. Thatcher to test 
Soviet Bloc reaction to a more 


own security, but at a very much conciliatory note struck recently 
lower level of weapons and exp- by Western leaders, 
ease," Mrs. ThaKhcr added. Mra _ Thatcher said in her int- 

Government sonrws sard major ervjcw . - eonciiiation. rap- 
mtemadonal t^es woidd pre- rTochemcnt ^ You’ve both 
dominate m her talks with Him- hte, „ , h e 

ganan leaders, who head what off- * H „ 
icial here consider as the most 

open of the Warsaw Pact cou- Both President Reagan and 
n tries. Mrs. Thatcher herself have ref- 


open of the Warsaw Pact cou- Both President Reagan and 
n tries. Mrs. Thatcher herself have ref- 

Tbey said Mis. Thatcher would erred to the need to reduce the 
discuss East-West relations, the risks of nuclear war. although 
Middle East and other world top- Moscow has so far dismissed the 
ics in meetings with Communist U.S. leader’s milder tone as a 
Party First Secretary Janos Kadar. campaign ploy to assist his re- 
Prime Minister Gyoergy Lazar election in November. 


Armenians sentenced to 7 years in prison 


PARIS (R) — A Paris court on 
Tuesday sentenced four Arm- 
enians to seven years each in pri- 
son for the Sept. 24, 1981 tak- 
eover of the Turkish Embassy in 
Paris. 

The four men admitted to the 
takeover, in which a security 
guard was killed and an embassy 
vice-council was wounded. Their 
defence was based almost exc- 
lusively on what they said was pol- 
itical justification for the act in 
light of the massacre ' of Arm- 
enians in Trueky during World 
War I. 

The jury deliberated for about 
three houjs before returning a 
verdict of guilty on all counts. The 
verdict was met with groans of dis- 


Shultz arrives in Caracas 


CARACAS. Venezuela (Age- 
ncies) — Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz arrived here early 


hostility to one leading candidate, 
Roberto D'Aubuissoo. 

Mr. D’Aubisson, El Salvador’s 


Wednesday to help celebrate 25 most prominent rightist politician, 
years of democratic rule after tel- - was among six candidates who alt- 
ling leaders in El Salvador the ended a lunch for Mr. Shultz, hos- 
same path is open to them pro- ted by provisional President Alv- 
vided they defeat “barbaric ext- aro Magana. Mr. Shultz told a 
re m ism.” news conference afterward he had 

Mr. Shultz will attend the ina- -a “straightforward” discussion 
uguration Thursday of with Mr. D’Aubuissoo. Asked 


President-elect Jaime Lusinchi, a 
ceremony that will mark the fou- 
rth consecutive peaceful transfer 
of power here fromaone party to 
another. V 

Mr. Shultz’s visit to this bulwark 
of hemispheric democracy fol- 
lowed a daylong stay in El Sal-' 
vador. 

He said the United States is 
neutral in the March 25 Sal- 
vadorean presidential elections, 
despite long-standing American- 


whether he was reassured by the 
encounter, Mr. ShuKz replied chat 
be was. 

Hisconcfliatory tone contrasted 
sharply with the way the State 
Department has dealt, with Mr % 
D'Aubuissoo since 1980. Because' 
of Mr. D'Aubuisson’s alleged ties 
with rightist death squads, the 
administration of President 
Jimmy Carter expelled him from 
the United States after he entered 
the country without permission. 


Democratic candidates 
blast Reagan policies 


CAMBRIDGE. Massachusetts 
(R) — Democratic presidential 


tification.” Mr. Mondale said. 

He also attacked Mr. Reagan 

frw P P • « 


hopefuls attacked President Rea- M !™ s “ t0 

gan instead of each other Thu- ““ .» . "g** a ,«° v - 

^“„^ dldn ° trep - 

' invol^ment^anoraer Vietaamh u j 

style war u s - servicemen with United Nat- 

In a 90-minute debate on for- “J? ^ P«2? e 

eign policy at Harvard University. ^ 

■ seven Democratic candidates said a merica and n v 
that war could erupt unless Mr. esj^afly his refusal 

Reagan reversed^ po toes in WIti the 

Lebanon and Central America. ~ ~ 

The debate, the Democrats’ S wSS'iSEL 

third this year, was a gentlemanly 311 former White House 
affair with the candidates only “ nte c nder George McGovern said 
occasionally needling each other ***£" 
gently and saving their savage att- U ’ S ‘ troo P s m 

acks for Mr. Reagan’s foreign pol- , . , _ 

icy 10 Cfo*? 8 * 0 — President Rea- 

It was in marked contrast t0 . ^denying chaiges be was a rich 
their appearance two weeks ago S P r . cs, ^ eat ^ accused his 
when Ohio Senator John Glenn C ^ raoc ?. tlc opponents Tuesday 
accused party frontrunner Walter ? ’ same - . a “ ti- 

Mondale of talking “economic ^ usmess altitude he said they 
gobbledygook” and Mr. Mondale favoured when were in 

responded by calling Mr. Glenn’s - . 

charge “baloney.” ™- Reagan attacked his critics 

On Tuesday night, Mr. Mon- “ discredited former policy mak- 
dale compared Mr. Reagan’s sup- “V.™ econom « : st *‘ 

port of covert action in leftist- 81121,011 and were now saying his 
ruled Nicaragua to the Vietnam . P 1 P^ amme of cutting taxes dis- 
waT enminated against the poor. 

• " I would say the war in Vietnam ^ ^ eagan availed the Dem- 

was a classic example, as is the ^S 0 U1 w Sp J ech on **? 


appointement by the four men’s 
supporters in the courtroom, but 
there were no incidents. 

The four were charged with 
murder and attempted murder 
and prosecutors had asked for pri- 
son sentences ranging from five to 
10 years. Defence attorneys arg- 
ued that the four, all admitted 
members of the Armenian Secret 
Army for the Liberation of Arm- 
enia ( ASALA J, shot the two emb- 
assy officials' in self defence. 

They were also charged with the 
fllegai detention of 54 hostages 
held for 15 hours. 

The four, Kevork Guzelian, 
Hagop Djoulfayan and Aram 


after being provided with a lou- 
dspeaker and being allowed to 
read a statement condemning 
Turkey. 

Last weekend. Paris riot police 
arrested more than 200 Arm- 
enians who took part m a dem- 
onstration in support of the four. 

ASALA has claimed res- 
ponsibility for the murders of doz- 
ens of Turkish officials and hun- 
dreds of bombing attacks against 
Turkish government and com- 
mercial targets around the world. 

ASALA. along with all Arm- 
enians and many historians, say 
Turkish authorities organised the 


Basmadjian, all 23, and 27- massacre of 15 million Arm- 
year-old .Vasken Sislian, gave up enians in Turkey around 1915, 


WASHINGTON* t R; — Four of eight dummy warheads on ■; 

MX missile, the new American weapon, tailed to hti their acc- ’ 
uracy targets in a test last December. U.S Air Forte officials jod ! 
Tuesdav. The other four met accuracy standards, ihfrofffctah£aid; 
The MX can carry op to 1U warheads, each of which sedre out a - 
separate target. After the test on Dec. 20,jhe air forces had snd , j 
only that it was successful and did not pin point the degree -Of *1 
accuracy of the simulated missiles. They scud the m i ste d marks ' 
were due to 3 problem in (he third.stagc of the missile 1 « rocket - 
which has since been corrected, . - 

Diana toppfed as favourite waxwork 

LONDON (Ri — Princess Diana, whose wakef^gy was voted the; 

; most popular ai London' s Madame Tussaud exhibition last year. ■ 

I has been toppled by pop star Dav id Bowie. Bowie, featured In an 
orange suit surrounded by special effects, was Tuesday bve- . 
rwhelmingfy voted this year’s most popular waxwork, with the 
British Princess pushed into third pike behind Indian Ind- 
ependence leader Mahatma Gandhi. In the category of most - 
hated ami feared waxworks. British Prime Mimstex Margaret 
Thatcher slipped to fourth place from second. President Reagan 
was voted the uncoveted title of runner-up to the Nazi dictator 
Adolf Hitler with Libyan leader Muaramar Qadhafi third. 

Test-tube baby bora in S. Arabia 

JEDDAH (AP> — The first test-tube baby to be bora in Saadi 
Arabia was delivered Tuesday by Caesarean section at Abdel-. 
Aziz University Hospital, the newspaper Oka* -reported;' "fhe 
paper said in its edit ion appearing Wednesday that delivery of the 
2. 2 -kilogramme baby boy was supervised by Dr. Abdullah Bas* 
ala m ah. the hospitals chief of gynaecology, who reported (hat 
both mother and son were doing fine. Although delivery occulted 
in the kingdom, fertilisation and the early s t a g e s of pregnancy 
took place in the United Kingdom, it sufded. - 

Michelangelo sketch Identified 

MOSCOW (R) — A sketch m the library of a Soviet university has 
been identified as the work of the Italian renaissance painter 
Michelangelo, the official news agency TASS reported Wed- 
nesday. It said experts had carried out teas for several years to 
establish (he origins of the work, belonging to the University erf 
Tartu in Soviet Estonia, and had found it was part of Mic- 
helangelo’s sketch for his vast fresco ‘The Last Judgment'. Ana- 
lysis of the type of paper used and the water marks m h had 
provided the final evidence that the sketch had once been in 
Michelangelo's personal possession, the report added. 

Tigers 7 census to be conducted in India 

• 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India, home of the famed Bengal tiger, win 
conduct a census this spring to guage the success of its project to 
save the endangered species. About 3,01 M). tigers were counted in 
the last survey in 1970. up from 1.827 seven years earlier. An 
estimated 40.000 tigers roared the country at the turn of die. 
century, but their numbers dwindled as hunters tracked them 
down for their priced skin. India banned tiger hunting in 1970. In 
1973 the government launched a multimillion dollar “Project 
Tiger” that set up 1 1 preserves. A government statement said the 
census will be conducted April 16-23. mainly by locating and 
analysing foot prints. 
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